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As winter draws to a close and transforms slowly into 
spring, senior Jon Wise has finished his fourth and final year 
of swimming for Hoover High School. Wise said that over his 
career, the “fly” has become his favorite stroke.

“If you have the stroke down right, it feels amazing,” he said. 
“It feels like you’re flying through the water.”

Wise said that much of his motivation comes from his 
teammates. He said that the closeness of the group is apparent.

“We always do stuff together,” he said. “We’re like a 
family.”

Senior teammate Jesse Hawkins said that Wise contributes to 
this bond and the continuing success of the team.

“Kids like [Wise] who’ve been around the sport for a while 
tend to pass it down to the younger kids,” he said.

A bond is necessary for a team that does work as hard as the 
swim team does. Wise said that the hardest part about being on 
the swim team is practicing.

“I give credit to anyone who makes it through a year of 
swimming with all of the practices and two-a-days,” he said.

Hawkins added that Wise’s hard work and abilities are only  
the beginning of what he adds to the team.

“To have a strong swimmer on the team is one thing, but to 
have somebody who can bring out the best in everyone else is 
really the ideal in what you look for in a senior leader,” he said. 
-Rachel Bouer 
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Typically, high school athletes have been a part of their 
sports for as long as they can remember. This isn’t unusual to 
senior R.J. Vukovich, who was influenced to play basketball by 
his father and became very interested at a young age. Like any 
other child, he also enjoyed the exciting aspect of being able to 
participate with his peers.

“It was fun and I enjoyed playing with all my friends,” he 
said.

Vukovich, who made the JV basketball team his sophomore 
year and advanced to the varsity team this year, said that 
his greatest personal achievement was the character he has 
developed through the sport.

“I became a good leader through basketball,” he said.
Additionally, Vukovich thought that the best accomplishment 

for the team would be their achievement in California, where 
they placed third in the Surf Competition of the Surf N’ Slam 
Tournament. He said that he is going to continue with sports after 
he leaves high school, even though it won’t be in basketball.

“I plan on playing baseball in college,” he said. 
Sophomore Corey Porrini, a teammate of Vukovich’s, said 

that he’s the “heart and soul of the team.”
“R.J. is a real energetic person,” Porrini said. “He brings 

energy to the crowd.” 
Vukovich said that he really enjoys playing basketball, 

especially having his teammates’ support.
“I get to be a part of another family and it’s good to have 

other people behind your back,” he said. -Hannah Stortz
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“...the media would 
rather  turn  their attention 
to Marion Jones and her 
steroid scandal than the 
impending Olympiad.”

Third And Long
Where’s the Hype?

Boys Basketball

Gymnastics

Girls Swimming

Senior J.D. Elder 
had 25 points in 
the Division I 
Sectional Final.

Freshman Becca 
Maj placed 28th 
at the State Tour-
nament.

Girls Basketball

Boys Swimming

Senior Brittany 
Orban is girls Fed. 
League Player of 
the Year for third 
year in a row.

The 400-yard free-
style relay placed 
11th at state with 
3:12.95.

Boys Bowling
The boys placed 
13th at Districts 
with 4,007 pins.
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Best of the BEST

Junior Mandi 
Grandjean placed 
eighth at state in 
the 100-yard but-
terfly  with a time 
57.50. 

Games You 
Can’t Miss

Season Openers:

Boys Lacrosse 
at Gilmour Academy 

Mar. 26

Varsity Boys Tennis
vs. Aurora Mar. 26

Varsity Softball 
vs. Warren April 1

Boys Varisty 
Baseball vs. North 

(Akron) April 4

SPORTS
BY DOMINIC GARRINI

I’m giddy in March but I’m not having 
the hoop dreams associated with March 
Madness. No, I’m dreaming of something 
five long months away and I think others 
should be thinking of this, too. I’m looking 
ahead to Beijing in 
August. 

The Olympic 
Games begin 
Aug. 8, but 
many qualifying 
competitions have 
begun. Many of the 
trials have already 
ended almost two 
years ago.

It pains me to 
see through the 
lack of press coverage thus far on the 
path to Olympic Games. While still five 
months away, the Olympics are something 
that athletes take years to prepare for, 
so maybe we should take more time to 
look at things like trials for many of these 
sports.

While trials for baseball and track 
happened almost a year and a half 
ago, the media would rather turn their 
attention to Marion Jones and her steroid 
scandal than the impending Olympiad.

One reason I’m looking forward to this 
year’s Olympic Games is the wrestling 
portion of the games. In years past, I 
was just like most people who didn’t 
understand wrestling on the Olympic level. 
Just the thought of guys rolling around 
in singlets turned me off of it; however, 
in the past two years, my opinion of the 
sport has changed due to my involvement 
with the team here at Hoover. 

Wrestling in the Olympics has provided 
many great memories in the past few 
Games. Wrestlers have had memorable 
performances like in 2000 when 
American Rulon Gardner beat Alexander 

Karelin of Russia, a wrestler that had 
not been beaten in 13 years, to win the 
gold medal. Then, later, Gardner left his 
shoes on the mat in a show of retirement 
in 2004. 

Another reason 
why I look forward 
to the wrestling 
portion involves 
what I have heard 
the experience is 
like from my coach 
Brian Dolph, an 
alternate in the 
2000 Olympics in 
freestyle wrestling. 
Not only that, but 
I’m also looking 

forward to watching because I have the 
opportunity to  meet an Olympic gold 
medalist in 2000, Brandon Slay, the 
man who beat Dolph. I look forward to 
watching both styles of wrestling in the 
Olympics this year.

Not only should the media be excited, 
but so should Hoover students as 2005 
Hoover graduate Ankur Poseria made the 
Indian Olympic swimming team. Poseria 
was an All-American swimmer here at 
Hoover and he will now be representing 
his home country in Beijing. The thing 
is, though, had students not read it 
here, most people would never know of 
Poseria’s accomplishment.

While many of us count down the 
remaining days to the Olympics, I will 
continue to sit here and ponder why the 
major media outlets shut out the world’s 
oldest sports competition. It is a mystery 
to me why you can’t even go on the main 
page of ESPN.com and link up to the 
Olympics page. With five months and 
counting, the question is, when will the 
media wake up?

Tennis coach Ryan Shaffer was 
named coach of the year.
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(Clockwise from above) n Se-
nior J.D. Elder plays offense 
against Youngstown Chaney in 
the district tournamnet Feb. 
18. n Freshman defensman 
Mason Koonce moves the puck 
down the ice against Brecks-
ville Jan. 10 .  n Senior Kenny 
Moore attempts to pin his op-
ponent during the sectional 
tournament Feb. 16. n Senior 
Sarah Carley flips in the vault 
competition at Licking Valley 
Invitational. n Sophomore 
Allison Peare sprints down the 
court against Fitch in the dis-
trict tournament Feb. 11.
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