T he Magnet Tribune

Vol. 16, No. 4

Vidal M. Trevifio School of Communications & Fine Arts, 1701 Victoria St., Laredo Texas 78040

May 21, 2009

A state- and nationally recognized student

newspaper

Force of

Creation

Read The Magnet Tribune on the Internet: http://my.hsj.org/tx/laredo/vmt

Art murals in
progress

page 2

Magnet, LCC
collaborate

page 2

Teacher honored
with tree planting

page 3

5K run/walk funds
scholarships

page 5

Seniors unite for
class photo

page 12

Columns, pages 7-8
Opinions, pages 9-10

VMT on the

Internet
http://vmt.elisd.org
The world’s link
to you

E-mail The
Magnet Tribune

mt_writers@hotmail.com

Five cases of HIN1

By Jon Cox
MT STAFF WRITER

Five cases of HIN1 virus
have been confirmed in
Laredo, including three more
students, according to the
Laredo Morning Times on its
Web site Monday, May 18,
and the May 19 print edition.

The students are ages 7, 12
and 13. LMT said they are no
longer infectious and and
have fully recovered.

The first two confirmed cases
in Laredo were announced
May 11. Both students are
enrolled at Washington Middle
School in  United I.S.D.
Students in the more recent
cases are also enrolled at
Washington and at Mueller
Elementary, LMT said.

| Editorial, page 10A

No cases have been report -

ed in Laredo I.S.D. schools.
The public is aware of the
swine flu and has been told
how to help prevent it, but
there are misconceptions
about what the virus is and
how it affects the community.
“The virus is combination of

components from swine,
avian, and human genes,” Dr.
Hector Gonzalez, Laredo

Health Department director,
said Thursday, May 14.

The Center for Disease
Control has classified HIN1
(swine flu) as a new influenza
type A virus.

“lt shouldn't be confused
with other influenza virus; the
swine flu is a new virus in

itself,” Gonzalez said.
“The swine flu first

appeared in Mexico as a

unknown virus,” Gonzalez

said.

The first cases of HIN1

showed up in the U.S. around

April. The CDC then sent
warnings about the flu.

“The swine flu can be treat
ed with Tamiflu, an anti-
viral,” said the director.

The Health Department's
response was swift in warning
the public schools to close for
two weeks. This was later
reduced to one.

The risk category of people
is those under 5, pregnant
women, and those with other
health issues. The health
department also issued info to
the public and medical com

munity about the symptoms
and urged people to follow
good hygiene.

“We started surveillance
and containment. We want to
know when and where they
got sick and if are there oth
ers. We are prepared to meet
the worst,” Gonzalez said
about the health depart
ment’s alertness.

While students are back in
school the virus is expected to
show up in winter and spring.

“Hopefully a vaccine will be
ready by then; CDC is work
ing on it right now,” Gonzalez
said.

“We think that the worst
has passed, but we can't let
our guard down. Students
need to especially take pre
caution,” he said.

Hanging medallions

English I

Hernandez.

Seniors recogniz ed at annual ceremon

MT photos by Melissa Cadena, Ana Silva

The Class of 2009 celebrated the end of their school careers at the
annual Medallion Ceremony held at Martin High's Batey gym on Friday,
May 15. One hundred thirty-eight seniors received medallions and-or
certificates. Highlights: Left, senior class speaker Clarissa Valdez.
Above, from left, Jesus Dominguez, Abigail Galindo and San Juana
Below left, the VMT Philharmonic. Below center, AP
instructor Gerardo Flores gave the faculty address. Below
right, Dr. Martha Villarreal during the director's address. Not shown:
Recipients of the Second Annual Academic Scholarships are Azahy
Ayala, Josue Solalinde, Amelia Amaya, and Maria Rivera.

y

Check  http://my.hsj.org/tx/laredo/vmt

for more photos!

16th Annual Sorrell Scholarship
recipients are Linda Vasgquez,
Creative Writing, and Ricardo
Soliz Jr., Journalism. At right is
William Green, publisher of the
Laredo Morning Times.
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Magnet, L CC
collabor ate
on ‘Carmen’

By FrRANK X. T REVINO
MT STAFF WRITER

VMT music and dance
departments  collaborated
when presenting “Carmen” at
the end of February, at LCC.

The 2009 LCC Culturas
Concert was performed on
Feb. 27, Feb. 28, and March
1.

On Feb. 27 the Teatro
Flamenco presented “Bizet's
Carmen Highlights,” a special
performance for LISD stu
dents. The Teatro Flamenco
also presented the Mexican
Revolution.

“Alicia  McKinnis  and
Melissa S. Hinojosa decided
since May 2008 that we
would be doing the produc
tion of Bizet's “Carmen” as
the Flamenco section of her
annual LCC/VMT Culturas
Dance Concert. Ever since
last May, decisions were
being made about costumes,

rehearsals, etc... The VMT
Philharmonic Orchestra
began rehearsing in

September every Thursday in
the recital hall during sixth

and seventh periods,”
Hinojosa, music instructor,
said.

McKinnis, dance instructor,
came up with the idea for the
Carmen performance.

“It was a dream of mine to
perform,” she said.

“After last year's ‘Amor
Brujo’ performance, Ms.
McKinnis threw the idea at
me. | told her | would only do
it if we did it more than once.
It is too much work to be per

formed one time. Plus, | knew
the orchestra would love the
music of “Carmen,” Hinojosa
said.

“The week of the perform
ance LCC/VMT dancers had
four evening dress rehearsals
in the LCC Guadalupe and
Lilia Martinez Fine Arts
Center Theatre. Two of those
evening rehearsals involved
the  VMT  Philharmonic
Orchestra,” Hinojosa said.

Estela Rendon and Ariana
Chavez, freshmen, played
gypsies in “Carmen”.

Rendon and Chavez both
had to understand the play
and know the story.

“We practiced long hours
and were very dedicated,’ said
Rendon and Chavez in a joint
interview.

They also said that the
audience reacted in a positive
way to the performance.

“We got a standing ovation,
and still get compliments to
this day about our perform
ance,” said the freshmen.

“One challenge | faced was
that on the Friday of the per
formance | had another com
mitment. | was not able to
perform that first night for |
had to be at SAC for the
Mariachi Region Clinic and
Concert. Although | helped
with the 5K Run/walk on
March 1st, | was able to per
form that night,” said Amelia
Amaya, senior.

Amaya played the flute in
the production.

“A lot of people comple
mented us and applauded for
a long time. My family loved it

MT photos by Claudia Alba

Top, Karina Montemayor, senior dance student, and Mario Flores, junior dance stu
dent, perform during “Bizet's Carmen Highlights” on Feb. 27. Below, Ana Eichler-
Oviedo, third from left, and Becky Longoria, fourth from left, perform a Tango with

LCC students.

and said they enjoyed the
show,” said Alfredo Rivera,
senior.

Rivera played both the pic
colo and the flute.

“Putting together a produc
tion isn't easy. Especially
since we have three schools
coming together trying to fit
all our schedules. Time, dedi
cation, and commitment were

Brass teacher pla ys
at world conference

By NicoLE BANKS
MT STAFF WRITER

During spring break John
Reimund, low brass instruc
tor, attended the South
Central ITEA Tuba and
Euphonium Conference at
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi.

The International Tuba
Euphonium Association is a
conference for college, high
school, and adult participants
who take part in tuba or
euphonium. This conference
was visited by not only people
who wanted to have a learn
ing experience (like Reimund)
but also by some very famous
artists and composers.

This conference gave him
the opportunity to perform

Students

By RoLAND CHAMBLEE

MT STAFF WRITER

CLy 'm very proud of the
I kids, they really came

through.” Jorge

Vasquez the art instructor

said. The art murals are still

in progress but so far there

coming along very well.

The process of the prepara
tions took about 10 days, the
students had to research,
afterwards came the selection
process and then preparation
and actually working on it
came last. Preparations were
the fun part, Vasquez said.

Vasquez said he was sur
prised on how successful the
results are so far.

There were three or four
people in each group. The
whole purpose of these
murals was collaborative
work he said it, teaches peo
ple to work in a group. One
person was the leader of the
group; they had to make the
decisions.

The only main obstacle they
had to overcome was giving
them confidence. About 95%
of the art classes are fresh
men.

with two men who excelled in
tuba. Brian Fredrickson, a
publisher and storeowner
taught by Arnold Jacobs, a
very famous tuba teacher,
and Kevin Wass, the “top call”’
tuba teacher at Texas Tech
University in Lubbock.

“Wass is a fine performer,
and is known all over the
place,” Reimund added.

“Texas Tech is one of the
top music colleges in the
country. It's incredibly com
petitive,” Reimund said.

The performance with Wass
and Fredrickson was an acci
dental performance, Reimund
mentioned.

“l practice for two or more
hours every day to keep my
skills up, so to me it was just

work on mur

The murals all had some
thing to do with the Hispanic
culture. Vasquez is glad that
these murals are going to be
there for a while.

Ana Mufioz is a freshman in
the art class and is also a
leader of one of the groups
that did a mural. There mural
was called “El Torrero”. The
reason why she chose this
one was because she wanted
to chose something that sym
bolized an animal from Spain.
There were four students in
this group.

“Its pretty” Mufioz had said.
Once she was chosen she
knew she had a responsibility
to lead her crew. She says it's
going to be pretty good when
it's done.

“We had fun,” Mufioz said.

Jasmin Lerma was another
leader of a group that did a
mural project it was called
“Los Compadres”. She wanted
to do a mural that had to do
with music. There were also
four students in her group.

“It was frustrating because
some people didn't want to
work, but it was fun.” she
said. “So far it looks good.”

They took turns going in and

another gig,” Reimund said.

They started off with a
Pentatonic Scale as a warm
up. Then they sight read a
jazz piece that is originally
written for a tuba quartet.

“It was a great experience to
play with them,” Reimund
said.

Reimund hopes to meet
these two men again some
time soon.

“Yes, | don’t know when. We
have conventions every two
years, and they know me so
with any luck at the next con
vention,” Reimund said.

Not only did he perform
with those two men but also
with a member of the famous
Sotto Voce on another occa
sion.

a huge must in order for it to

have been such a huge suc
cess as it was,” said senior
Jackie Ramos, clarinet and
bass clarinet.

Hinojosa said many people
were important to the per
formance. VMT music
instructors that assisted with
sectionals were:

--Bobby Compton, Strings,

--John Reimund, low brass,
--Robert Lopez, high brass

--Billy  Thatcher, VMT
Mariachi de Oro,

--Zane Richter, LCC
Theatre director,

--Ruben  Vargas, LCC

Mariachi Palomino, and

--Dr. Joseph Crabtree, LCC
Performing Arts Department
chair and baritone soloist.

MT photo by Nicole Banks

Bruno Gutierrez, freshman, prepares for a test with
John Reimund, low brass instructor, in the Harding
Building. Reimund recently participated in an interna
tional tuba and euphonium conference.

Reimund also performed in
two other recitals, and hoped
he did well.

“It was a little nerve wrack
ing,” Reimund said.

“I hope to attend more con
ferences in the future,” said

Reimund.
Reimund and other VMT
instructors  attended the

TMEA (Texas Music
Educators Association) in
February, which is a huge
musical conference at
Gonzalez Convention Center
in San Antonio.

With at least 20,000 people
attending, the big difference is
that this conference is for all
instruments or music majors.

als in art building

ITV/art building.

painting. She said it wasn't a
good idea but she didn't want
it getting too crowded in there.

“I think its going to turn out
how | pictured it to be,” she
said.

MT photo by Roland Chamblee
Jasmin Lerma and Marcos Hernandez paint their mura,l “Los Compadres,” in the

The preparations consisted
of coming up with ideas of pic
tures that they all agreed on
as a group, and then they
chose how they were going to
border it. Afterwards the

leader gave roles to each
group member.

The Art classes will finish
their murals the Monday and
Tuesday after finals, Vasquez
said.
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Trees honor Earth Da vy, teacher

Mr. T rides bik e
to sta y Iin shape

By VALERIE BRISENO
MT STAFF WRITER

Hills and trains don’t keep Mr.
T away.

Visual Arts teaching assistant
Mario Teniente rides about two
miles to work everyday on his
red mountain bike that he and a
friend rebuilt.

Teniente has worked for Vidal
M. Trevino School of
Communications and Fine Arts
for 16 years. As of last year he
decided to start riding again to
feel better.

“After 20 years, | decided to
ride again to feel good and to see
if | could balance myself and
pedal through the busiest
streets,” he said.

Teniente said it felt very differ
ent to ride again.

“I was very shaky and scared
by the cars flying past me. It
brought back memories from my
childhood,” he explained.

He said he remembers one of
his bicycles.

“I remember buying a Banana
Bike at Western Auto back ago,”
he said.

He said he remembers

&M Kingsville professor

unpleasant moments like falling
off his bike.

“We used to go full speed on
the bikes, and one of those times
| had a really bad fall. | was full
of bruises,” he said.

Teniente told about one of the
worst situations he has faced
while riding his bike.

“My worst situation would be
when stray dogs follow me. |
have to ride in zigzags to get
away from them,” he said.

He starts his journey at 7:40
am. on a trip that includes
crossing a very busy Saunders
Street, to get here at 8 o’clock
sharp.

Teniente explained what a typ
ical bike ride is like.

“I take different routes
because | get bored easily. | take
Main to Jefferson or San
Bernardo or the side of the
expressway. | take sidewalks if
(there are) any,” he said.

Teniente found out female
motorists are very careless.

“A few have almost driven
over my toes,” he said. “There
are a lot of reckless drivers that
don't look at people walking or
riding.”

MT photos by Ana Silva

VMT celebrated Earth Day
on Saturday, April 25, by
planting five trees in St.
Peter's Plaza. The tree
planting was also dedicat
ed to AP English IV
instructor Diana Lopez,
who was ill but has since
returned to school. The
planting was organized
by  English instructor
James Buckley, third from
left above, and technolo
ay instructor David
Blumberg, seventh from
left.

MT photo by
Valerie Brisefio

Art assistant
Mario Teniente
stands next to
hisred moun -
tain bike under
the gazebo in

the Art-
Communication

s area in April.

works with piano students

By KASSANDRA ROCHA
MT STAFF WRITER

Dr. Joachim
Reinhuber, visiting
instructor at Texas A&M
Kingsville, helped VMT
piano students with
music enhancement,
confidence, and every -
thing in between during
eighth and ninth block
Thursday, April 16.

“He motivated me to
become a better pianist,
and the way he played
was cool,” Vanessa
Lopez, sophomore who
also attends Cigarroa,
said about performing in

front of Reinhuber.

Reinhuber spoke of his
own beliefs in being a
musician and under
standing and loving the
musical arts.

“l do believe that good
music is vital for the sur
vival of humanity and
that bad music in the
wrong hands (like fascist
government of any kind)
can be fatal. Music is a
very strong force that
works in your subcon
scious; it can be used for
wonderful things and for
very bad means. That is
why music education
and a wonderful school

like yours are so incredi
bly important” he said.
“Musicians young and
old must realize that they
are manipulating a very
powerful tool and treat it
with all the love and
respect they can
muster.”

Looking on at Texas A&M

MT photo by Paola Hernandez
Kingsville professor Joachim Reinhuber

during his visit on April 16 are, from left, Carlos Barrera, Chris

\AMhalan e Cirila anAd Nae Radrvic ia—




4

Sdool News

The MagnetTribune
May 21,2009

Journalism, Art
classes exhibit
their work

BY CHRISTOPHER AVALOS
MT STAFF WRITERS

Students from the Art and
Communication departments
displayed their work at the
Laredo Center for the Arts
during opening shows on
March 5.

Art students were celebrat
ing National Youth Art Month,
and Journalism students had

their 13th Annual
Photography Exhibit.
Students from the art

exhibit thought the show was
excellent.

“l think it went extremely
well. | think everyone there
had a good time and it was a
great way to show our peers
what we've been doing and
what we can do,” said senior
art student Michelle Mufioz.

Art students exhibited all of
their work for the seniors
starting from freshman year
to senior year; others also
exhibited their work.
Journalism students and
teacher Mark Webber exhibit
ed two pictures each that
were digital.

Teachers also thought the
show went great.

“I was real proud of the stu
dents and how they listened
to other students and had
interest in their work,”
Webber said.

Another agreed.

“Everybody was fantastic.
Another successful show
back at the Center for the
Arts,” said Art instructor
Jassie Rios.

Students felt recognized
seeing their work in the
gallery for the first time.

“I felt very cool. | mean after
years of seeing other people’s
works in galleries. It was nice
to see my work in the public
eye for a change,” said
Journalism and freshman
student Alejandra Martinez.

Webber added, “| appreciate
the Center of the Arts for hav
ing the show. We had the long
back gallery, and we had a lot
of space. | look forward to
more shows in the future.”

Students of Art department
head Armando Hinojosa and
Jorge Vasquez also exhibited
work.

One teacher in particular
was sad about her senior
class leaving.

“This year is my biggest sen
ior class, 18 students. We
have been through thick and
thin, ups and downs. They're
my babies,” Rios said.

One of the lessons Rios
taught her senior class, “Take
charge of media and popular
poetry and make art out of
concepts.”

(MT staff writer Jackline
Hernandez contributed to this

story)

MT photos by Ana Silva

Top: Visual Arts students celebrated National Youth Art Month during an opening
reception on March 5 at the Center for the Arts. Below: Journalism students had
their 13th Annual Photography Exhibition the same night, also at the Center for the

Arts. The shows ended March 31.

MT photo by Alejandra Martinez
Art instructor Jassie Rios is moving to Maryland to
teach and finish her master’s degree at the prestigious

Maryland Institute of Art.

Teacher heads to
Md. to work, study

By JoN Cox
MT STAFF WRITER

The art department will be
losing one of its own this year.

Marie Rios, AP Visual Arts,
will be moving to Maryland
were she will continue to
teach visual art at Prince
George’'s County  School
District, in Maryland.

She is also a student at the
Maryland Institute College of
Art.

Rios is a Laredoan who
graduated from Nixon High
School and VMT in 1996.
After graduation Rios attend
ed Laredo Community College
for two years (1996-1998) and

then to  Texas State
University, graduating in
2002.

Returning to Laredo in
2002, she eventually worked
as a graphic designer at the
Laredo Morning Times. Then
she returned to VMT as a
teacher.

Although being accepted
into the art institute she will
be saddened to leave VMT
behind.

“I enjoy my teaching here
immensely,”  said Rios.
“Every year is a different
year. Every year I'm a differ
ent teacher.”

She is enrolled in the presti
gious master's degree pro
gram where only 10 people
from around the world are
accepted. The qualifications
to the program are rigorous. A
student wishing to be accept
ed must have outstanding
scores academically and have
an outstanding art portfolio,
and also write an essay.

She said she will be more
than happy to return as a
guest speaker, and said she
will still be working with stu
dents long distance for those
who seek her out.

“The most | learned was
working with my students,”
Rios said.

MT photo by Nidia Gomez

Stephanie Reyes practices recently on the grand piano in the Recital Hall in the
Urbahn Building. She received the Head of the Class Award.

Piano student gets
Border P atrol a ward

By NipiA Gomez
MT STAFF WRITER

Stephanie Reyes, piano stu
dent, received the Border
Patrol Head of the Class
Award for the month of
February.

Reyes explained why she
thinks she received the award.

“I think a lot had to do with
my nominator. He believes so
much in me and | know that
helped,” Reyes said.

Reyes said she had to file the
application for the award
along with a letter of recom
mendation, a picture, and
write an essay about herself.

She said she couldn't believe
she won the award because
she had turned it in February
5, and was notified that same
month.

Jacinto Castro, student

VMT reciplients
Month Name Home school
September Christina Vasquez Martin
October Leslie Cortez Nixon
November Maria Rivera Nixon
December Kassandra Cardenas Martin
January (nobody)
February Stephanie Reyes Cigarroa
March Moises Garcia Cigarroa
April Antonia Garcia Nixon
Source: http://vmt.elisd.org

council sponsor at Cigarroa,
was the one who nominated
Reyes for this award.

Reyes explained why she
thinks this award will help her
in the future.

“l think it will let others see
how | was recognized,” she
said.

She said her parents were
ecstatic about her receiving

the award.

“My mom was in tears the
whole ceremony and my dad
was all smiles!” Reyes said.

Reyes added that she was
very happy that she went
through with it.

She wants to attend TAMIU
where she hopes to major in
nursing, and also hopes to
keep music in her life.

Graduates

Don't forget to sign up at the alumni site on
VMT’s home page
htt_p://vmt.elisd.or g

Look on the left side for VMT Alumni
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Runners take their first few steps at the starting line of the 5K race in the 1600 block of Houston Street.

Check  http://my.hsj.org/tx/laredo/vmt

5K run/w alk funds scholarships

By KARINNA LOPEZ AND
ALEJANDRA M ARTINEZ
MT STAFF WRITERS

Runners flocked to St.
Peter's Plaza on a cool
Sunday, March 1 for the first
annual Fernando A. Salinas
5K run and walk. Funds were
raised for scholarships.

After seven months, and
several meetings with school
and community officials, the
run was ready to go.

Requirements included a
$10 fee for adults and a $5 fee
for youth.

Expectations for the run
were shattered.

“We expected a hundred
runners and ended up with
over one thousand,” said
Jamin Teran, RTV instructor
who helped organize the run.

The school's director was
elated with the results.

“It was a fantastic event. We
had over 1,000 participants.
Nearly everybody in the com
munity participated. We also
got a lot of participation from
the Catholic schools. We are
very grateful to the Fernando
A. Salinas Charitable Trust,
who has committed to fund
ing the race for many years to
come,” said Dr. Martha

MT photo by Shaula Rocha

Christopher Kolaki men’s division winner, crosses the finish line.
At left is VMT math instructor and race director Juan Gonzalez.

Villarreal, VMT director.

The run didn't just give
back to VMT, but to the city
as well.

“A lot of local businesses
sponsored the event, so it
gave a lot back to the commu
nity,” said Teran.

The run was virtually prob
lem-free.

“It was really organized. We
had no problems,” said Teran.

Teran wasn’'t the only
teacher involved.

"Well, | like to run as a
hobby and 5k races are very
popular, so | started talking to
friends and coaches from
UISD/LISD about it,” said
Juan Gonzalez, Math instruc
tor and 5K run director.

“The run’s location was cho
sen because most people
knew where VMT was
because of St. Peter's Plaza,”
Teran said.

Many VMT faculty assisted
at the race, performing tasks

MT photos by Mark Webber
Javier Santos, of the Fernando A. Salinas
Charitable Trust and a race sponsor, presents

a box representing the first-place prize of
$300 and a flat-screen television set.

important to the run as well
as manning booths.

There were 35 sponsors,
including VMT, Teens in the
Driver's Seat (a VMT organiza
tion), as well as LISD Campus
Crime Stoppers, Doctor’'s
Hospital of Laredo, HEB, St.
Augustine High School, UISD,
and the Laredo Road Runners.

The scholarships are named
in honor of Mercurio Martinez
IV, who was killed in a car
accident in October.

The winners received $300
and a new flat-screen TV.

The winner in the men’s
division was Christopher
Kolaki, who was born in
Kenya, Africa, but lives in
Toluca, Mexico. He finished
the race in nearly 16 minutes.
He came representing the
Zapata Roadrunners.

The winner in the female
division was Anita Perez from
Rockport, Texas. She finished
in a little over 17 minutes.

Left photo, visual art students of Jassie Rios, Gaby Gaytan, left and Monica Perez painted faces during the event. Right, Laura Rios, left, atten
dance clerk and Gloriana Garcia, registrar, sold food at a VMT booth.

Left, Steel Drum Bank students provided entertainment at the 5K later in the morning. Right, the Teens in the Drivers Seat booth was manned
by television/radio broadcasting students.

School Director Dr. Martha Villarreal, left, stands on the stage with television-radio broadcasting students who are members of of the VMT
organization Teens in the Drivers Seat.
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Seniors celebr ate with breakfast

MT photos by David Contreras and Rosalinda Taylor

Members of the senior class of 2009 celebrated
their last few days at V.M.T. by celebrating with a
senior breakfast. The seniors took a group photo (see
page 12), made time to take snapshots, laugh and
reminisce. The menu included tacos, fruit, sweets,
and beverages.

“The senior breakfast was one of the things that we
all have been waiting for, and I'm glad it turned out
very well,” afternoon class president Shaula Rocha
said.

Check out The Magnet Tribune’s Web site:
http://my.hsj.org/tx/laredo/vmt
for more photos!
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Clarkson’ s fourth album is a good buy

All | Ever Wanted (Deluxe
Version)
Kelly Clarkson

KK K K«

“All 1 Ever Wanted” is the
fourth studio album by
American pop singer Kelly
Clarkson, released on March
10.

Masquerade was originally
chosen to be the title of the
album but was changed to All
| Ever Wanted because
Clarkson felt that there were
albums with similar titles on
the charts, such as Pink's
Funhouse  and Britney
Spears’s Circus.

“My Life Would Suck
Without You” The album’s
first single was released on
January 13. On January 28
Billboard announced that the
single went from #97 to #1 on
the billboard Hot 100, making
the biggest leap to the top in
the chart’s history.

The song has disco rhythms
and lots of synth-dance-pop
layers over an up beat guitar
pattern. That keeps it from
sounding  too artificial.
Clarkson sings about how
even though a relationship is
over one can still feel like you
both belong together hence
my life would suck without
you.

“I Do Not Hook Up” the
albums second single (along
with “Long Shot”) was origi
nally recorded and written by
Katy Perry.

The song is a dissertation
on the virtue of taking things
slow in a relationship. After
just one listen you'll find
yourself already  singing
along.

“Don't Let Me Stop You”

Hear, say

By Ricky Soliz

Flo Rida stated the inspiration for
the album comes from his

success and knowing that it
wasn’'t an overnight thing.

One of my favs off the album
goes back to Clarkson’s true
rock/pop feel from fer other
albums.

The track is very similar to
“Behind These Hazel Eyes,
and “Since U Been Gone”.

“Don’t Let Me Stop You” is
about a relationship nearing
its rocky end.

The song starts off explain
ing how she used to be a little
bit shy, kept her deepest feel
ings inside and how showing
her emotions has always been
hard. But it had to come to
end and she has to be brave.

The chorus has to be the
best part of the song express
ing how much she feels about
the whole situation.

“Don’t let me stop you from
doing what you want to do, If
you want to leave baby you
can leave,” “Just don't pre
tend that you're into me if it
ain't true.”

It's brilliant how the lyrics of
the song really describe the
stages of a relationship.

The music in this album is
very different from Clarkson’s
previous albums. The album
has a lot more dance beats,
but doesn't steer away from
Clarkson’s empowering lyrics.

”

This album is a definite buy.
Track after track Clarkson
doesn't fail the listener.

Keri Hilson
In a Perfect World...

KL KK

In a Perfect World... is the
debut album by American
singer-songwriter Keri Hilson.

The album was originally
slated for release in 2007 but
was pushed back multiple
times into 2009, as Hilson
stated herself, mainly due to
failed single releases. After
numerous delays the album
was released on March 24,
2009. The album debuted on
the Billboard 200 at number
four, selling over 94,00 copies
in it's first week.

When explained the title
Hilson said “It's my way of
saying nothing in the world is
perfect and no person in it is,
either. None of us are exempt
from certain hardships and
heartbreaks. It was really
important for me to write
songs that women can relate
to from real situations. | didn’t
want to do an album that
painted [me] as perfect
because no matter how things

What's on my iPod
1. Outta Here — Esmeé

Denters

2. Chilin® — W ale feat.
Lady GaGa

3. Behind Enem y Lines—
Demi Lo vato

4. American Cowbo y -—
Jada

5. It ’s Alright, It ’'s Ok —
Ashley Tisdale

6. Goodb ye — Kiristina
DeBarge

7. Don't Walk Away —
Miley Cyrus

8. Rollthe Credits— P aula
DeAnda

9.Call My Name — Morgan
Page

10. W atch Me Mo ve -
Fefe Dobson

look, no one is.”

The mid-tempo ballad
“Energy” was the first release
of the album. The single
failed in the United States
charts.

Hillson sings about a rela
tionship that ended and its
taking all of her energy to
move forward.

| still fail to understand how
the single failed to char. It was
all the components of a chart

topping hit.
“Return the Favor” the sec
ond single featured

Timbaland. The single also
failed to chart within any of
the top 100 charts.

After two failed singles
“Turnin Me On” was released
and was the first release to
chart in the United States.
The single debuted at #90 and
has since reached #15. Hilson
shines best when she lets her
feminine swagger strut.

The album does have a

decent amount of hits but it's
an album you could barrow
from a friend or just buy the
better song on iTunes.

R.O.0O.T.S.
Flo Rida

KK KK

R.O.0.T.S. is the second
studio album by American
rapper Flo Rida. The title is an
acronym for “Route of
Overcoming the Struggle”.
The album was released on
March 30.

In  an interview with
Billboard magazine, Flo Rida
stated the inspiration for the
album comes from his suc
cess and knowing that it was
n't an overnight thing. It also
takes inspiration turn an
album, so “I had to really get
everything together.”

The album’s lead single,
“Right Round sold 636,000
digital copies in a single week,
the biggest first-week sales in
digital history, topping the
Billboard Hot 100 for six
straight weeks.

The songs backing track is
“You Spin Me Round (Like a
Record)” originally by Dead or
Alive. The single features new
comer Kesha, and while the
sample works perfectly, a
simple substitution of Keri
Hilson would have given this
song more leverage.

“Sugar” is the second single
features  singer  Wynter
Gordon. The song recreates
elements from Eiffel 65's
“Blue (Da Ba Dee).

The song is very catchy but
that’s only because of the ele
ments of “Blue” This is one of
the albums only highlights.

Over all the album is good
and it's a good buy.

What mo vies will be hot this summer?

With school soon to be fin
ished, what is a teenager to
do? Here are a couple of
movies that might make it big
or might just crash and burn
this summer.

e Up!--May 29

Pixar really outdid itself
with it's hot summer block
buster, Up! Remember that
Up! is an animation and
should not give you any idea
whatsoever to tie thousands
of balloons to your house
because you're tired of life.

* My Life in Ruins--June 5

It's the return of a Greek--
themed movie. My Life in
Ruins is the sequel to the
movie My Big Fat Greek
Wedding. For those of you
who are familiar with My Big
Fat Greek Wedding, Georgia
finds love in this upcoming
summer movie.

* Imagine That--June 12

Eddie Murphy stars in a
kid--friendly comedy. He
finds his problems solved by
his daughter's imaginary
friends. Imagine That could
be Murphy’s finest comedy
since Dr. Dolittle, obviously
excluding the Shrek movies.

e The Proposal--June 19

Sandra Bullock and Ryan
Reynolds star in the movie
The Proposal. It's about a
“Boss--from--hell” getting into
a hasty engagement with her
perpetually abused assistant.
Will there be regret in the air?
Hmm, most probably.

e Transformers: Revenge of
the Fallen--June 24

| can't really give you any
information about
Transformers, due to the plot
being under wraps. But, of
course, its Transformers, the
movie is obviously going to be
a blockbuster. Starring Shia
LeBeouf, Megan Fox, and
Josh Duhamel.

e Ice Age: Dawn of the
Dinosaurs--July 1

Ice Age returns to the big
screen with a whole new
adventure with a new charac
ter, Buck the one-eyed
weasel. Manny and Elle are
expecting their baby and
Scrat the squirrel tries to nab

Cinematic

By Samantha Ha wkins

This summer will bring some good
movies, hot blockbusters, and the

movies people wish would go
straight to DVD.

his nut and maybe find true

love along the way. The film
will be in 3D in select the

aters.

« Public Enemies--July 1
Johnny Depp and Christian
Bale star in the Great
Depression-era film, Public
Enemies. Depp and Bale
work against one another
while the FBI tries to put a
stop to organized crime.
Public Enemies features a
strong cast including
Fighting’s Channing Tatum

and Marion Cotillard.

 Bruno--July 10

Just another Sacha Baron
Cohen film...I'm predicting it
will be like another one of his
films, Borat. Cohen plays the
flamboyantly gay Austrian
Fashionista, Bruno. The film
has the same documentary
format as his previous film.

« Harry Potter and the Half-
Blood Prince--July 10

HARRY POTTER, HARRY

POTTER! Harry Potter and
the Half-Blood Prince will
most definitely be the hottest
blockbuster of the summer.
Can you say “Sold Out"?
Harry, Ron, and Hermione
are in their 6th year in
Hogwarts and are seeing
another sort of magic in the
air: teenage hormones.

e Orphan--July 24

This summer’s  horror
movie. Little kids, play
grounds, elementary school,
sanctity of home. Sometimes
your background papers may
not show how innocent you
may be.

e They Came
Upstairs--July 31

From

Graduation schedule
Thursday, May 28, Laredo Entertainment Center
Nixon High School: 10 a.m.
Cigarroa High School: 2 p.m.
Martin High School: 6 p.m.

High School Musical alum
Ashley Tisdale stars in the
animated family comedy. A
family is forced to defend its
vacation home against a gag
gle of unfriendly aliens from
well, upstairs.

Movies to help bring in
the new school year

e G.I. Joe: The Rise of
Cobra-- August 7

G.l. Joe: The Rise of Cobra

is based on the popular ani
mated cartoon from the mid
1980s. Channing Tatum and
the rest of the cast explore the
beginnings of the nefarious
Cobra organization.

e Bandslam--August 14

Another family-friendly
comedy... oh no! With two
Disney stars in the cast you
can pretty much say this
movie won't be that interest
ing. Vanessa Hudgens and
Alyson Michalka star in

Bandslam. | sense a bad
movie.

* The Time Traveler's Wife--
August 14

The Time Traveler's Wife is
based on Audrey

Niffenegger’'s popular novel.
Rachel McAdams plays a
librarian wife who has a habit
of, well...time traveling. ...A
love that transcends time.

e Inglourious Basterds--
August 21

When Brad Pitt stars in a
movie, it has to be good. In
WWII, Jewish-American
troops are on the hunt for
Nazi scalps in France. There
will be gore.

e Final Destination: Death
Trip--August 28

It's Final Destination, but
this one will revolve around
the survivors of a car race
gone wrong. This installment
will be the first to be shot in
3D.

This summer will bring
some good movies, hot block
busters, and the movies peo
ple wish would go straight to
DVD.

So, this summer instead of
sitting at home or spending
the day outside in the scorch
ing heat, go to the movies and
watch one of this summer's
blockbusters.

Have a safe and exciting
summer! (:

Jesus G. Tanya S.

Jesus Garcia

1) What is her favorite televi
sion show?

That's 70's Show

2) What is her natural hair
color?

Dark brown

3) What is her
name?

Thelma

4) What is her common
phrase?

| don’t know

mom’s

5) Does she prefer talking or
texting?

Talking

6) Has she ever broken a
bone? Which one?

Yes, her leg

7) What is her phobia?

Spiders and darkness

8) What kind of animal
would she like to be?

Shark

9) Is she an early riser?

No

10) What is her favorite Web
site?

MySpace

Kelly C.

Who knows
you better?

By Melissa Cadena

Tanya Salas

1) What is your favorite tel -
evision show?

That's 70's Show

2) What is your natural
hair color?

Dark brown

3) What is your mom’s
name?

Thelma

4) What is your common
phrase?

That's Gay

5) Do you prefer talking or
texting?

Talking

6) Have you ever broken a
bone? Which one?

Yea, a leg

7) What is your phobia?

Spiders and dust

8) What kind of animal
would you like to be?

Shark

9) Are you an early riser?

No

10) What is your favorite
Web site?

MySpace

Tanya Salas, a sophomore at Nixon, is trying to find out who knows her better:
her boyfriend Jesus Garcia, sophomore at Nixon, or her best friend Kelly Cisneros,
also a sophomore, at Nixon.

Kelly Cisneros

1) What is her favorite tel -
evision show?

THE OFFICE

2) What is her natural hair
color?

Dark brown

3) What is her mom'’s
name?

Thelma

4) What is her common
phrase?

“What are you talking

about?”

5) Does she prefer talking
or texting?

Talking

6) Has she ever broken a
bone? Which one?

Yea she has, a leg.

7) What is her phobia?

Spiders

8) What kind of animal
would she like to be?

Shark

9) Is she an early riser?

No

10) What is her favorite
website?

MySpace
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R. Evil 5 Is simply a stunning game

Resident Evil 5 — the game
everybody has been waiting
for since 2006. Now that it's
here, we can appreciate its
stunning graphics, exhilarat
ing gameplay, co-op mode,
awesome weapon arsenal,
and even the enemies.
Capcom has done it yet again!

When | played the demo
version of the game, my jaw
literally dropped! | could not
believe the graphics, and the
fact that you can play co-op
makes it extra fun! Your
adrenaline builds up every
time you encounter a boss,
fast paced movements keep
you out of your seat, and
looking out for your partner
forces you to multi task, even
in the most extreme situa
tions

Story 8/10

Resident Evil 5 starts out
with the main character Chris
Redfield traveling to Africa as
a member of the BSAA to stop
bio-terrorism.  As  Chris
arrives in the region of Kijuju,
he meets up with a woman
named Sheva Alomar.
Together, they are to infiltrate
a new hotspot for bio-terror
ists and cease their actions.

Game Break

By Juan Oliv ares

This game ... caters to those who
want to try out a game with a dif

ferent style of play: action-packed,
jaw-dropping and eye-popping.

However, what begins to be
a simple operation becomes
something much more as the
unveiling of the mysterious
Uroboros Project and the hos
tile locals. The residents of the
region have become danger
ous and hazardous as they
seem to attack any person
they see in sight. Chris and
Sheva are stuck in the shanty
towns of Kijuju and must
quickly make their escape out
of the city to chase down the
origins of this new bio-out
break and stop the puppeteer
that is controlling everything
that happening in this region.

Gameplay 9/10

The mechanics and the gen

eral gameplay of Resident Evil
5 is derived from the same
foundations that Resident
Evil 4 was built on. Over the
shoulder view of the scene, a
zoom up of what is in front of
the character when aiming,
and other innovative features.

Throughout the course of

the player’s journey, they will
not be going at it alone as they
will have a partner. Having a
partner will not insure your

safety nor does it give you the
feeling of assurance.

You and your partner will

finish all of these levels and
accomplish victory in the
game, but just because it's co-
op doesn’t mean that it will be

easy. The Al of the enemies
definitely shows on the
numerous difficulties of the

game as they are smarter,
faster, and stronger. Enemies

are tough and they will
require strategy from both

partners to defeat.

The gameplay in Resident
Evil 5 is definitely one of the
best that the current genera
tion has to offer, but it may
not be for everyone. The ene
mies are fun to shoot down
with many types of guns, the
bosses are rewarding and
exhilarating, and the
cutscenes that offer a little
surprise are all aspects of the
gameplay that many will enjoy
when given that second
chance.

This game caters to the fans
but also caters to those who
want to try out a game with a
different style of play: action-
packed, jaw-dropping, and
eye-popping.

Graphics 10/10

This game will look insanely
amazing now, and will still
look amazing 5 years into the
future. It's that good. The
lighting effect in the game is
done as realistically as possi

ble, so much that it can be
called the best lighting effect
in any console gaming history.

Facial expression is some
thing that not many games
put effort into. When Sheva
talks you can see her lips
move, syncing perfectly to her
words, her cheeks flex in and
out, and her throat adjusting
back and forth. Not only this
but body movements are well
done using real actors.

Sound 9/10

The voice acting in the game
can be summarized with on
word: glorious! This game has
voice actors that do a grade A
job atimpersonating the char
acters as well as show the ten
sion and emotion that runs
through the character.

Unfortunately, the musical
score in the game does not
meet up to the quality that the
voicing does. There are songs
that will repeat over and over.
Due to this the variety of the
score in the game is very
small and the music will get
old really fast.

Overall Score: 9/10

Resident Evil 5 for the PS3
and XBOX 360 for $59.99
and its’ rated “m” for Mature.

Vampire-ish adv entures a wait T wilight Saga

Sandra: Hey, Ana have you
read all the Twilight Saga?

Ana: Yeah, | have, they are
super interesting!!!!

Sandra:  What
favorite book?

Ana: Well, | like all of them
but “Breaking Dawn” really
fascinated me.

Sandra: Well, | liked “New
Moon”. . . | think that is where
all the rivalries between
Edward and Jacob start...
Well, just so you know | am
100% Team Jacob!!

Ana: lol!! Well, I am 50/50. |
support them both!!

Sandra: Well, | am Jacob all
the way. He really shows Bella
how much he loves her by not
giving up on her even when he
knows that Bella’s love is for
Edward. Anyways, he wasn't

is your

Let's Talk

By Ana Loer a and
Sandr a Minjares

imprinted with her so he
knew they didn't belong
together. Well, at the end it
changes but hey...lts uncon
ditional love. J

Ana: Like in “Twilight” | was
100% Team Edward!! In that
book | liked how Edward and
Bella’s story starts. After that
book | was hooked and | had
to keep going with the rest of
the saga.

Sandra: Well, in “New
Moon” their love story contin
ues until Jacob Black comes

in the picture and Edward
disappears.

Ana: Well, in “Eclipse” it's all

about the action and fighting

with the new born vampires
that Victoria created, and
Bella has to choose between
her love for Edward and her
friendship with Jacob.

Sandra: Oh yeah... that is

were the Cullen family and
the Werewolf pack unite and
defeat the mean Vampires
(a.k.a.,. Victoria and the new -
borns). .

It ’s time to get ready for

That time of the year where
every girl gets chaotic plan
ning, shopping, and primp
ing is near. If you don’t know
what we're talking about
then you must live on Mars.
We're talking about prom!

Prom is a day when you
look and feel beautiful, it's
also a day where you dance
all night and take hundreds
of pictures that will last a life
time. That's where we come
in; we're going to help you
pick out a dress that compli
ments your body and skin
color.

First of all, let's talk about
which colors compliment

Lettersto The

Magnet Tribune

Taiw an college director
appreciates co verage
Thank you for such a won
derful article in your student
newspaper. Dr. Mary Grace
Carroll sent me the paper as
well as the electronic link to
download the article.

We truly appreciate the
report and we are impressed
with students’ active attention
and expressive reaction to the
performance.

| believe art will be the glob
al language and journalism is
the wings of art. Please keep
us posted about your achieve
ment. And we probably will do
it again in Houston this com
ing August.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Tsai, Yu-mei

Director of General
Education Center, Tzu-Chi
College of Technology, Tawian

Winter Ball photos on
Web site are appreciated

These photos are fantastic!
The Winter Ball looked like it
was tons of fun!

Alyssa Garza
Class of 2008

Ana: Well | 'Y “Breaking
Dawn” because it is just so
romantic. Bella finally marries
Edward. She gets to have a
baby which almost kills her
and eventually she turns into

a vampire.!!
Sandra:  And Y JacobY
*sigh*... You know when he

gets imprinted with Bella and
Edward's baby... Renesmee...
That was a real surprise to me
because he was there with her
when she was going to have the
baby. | mean | thought he was
going to stay in love with Bella
and sooner or later accept that
she wasn't meant for him.

Ana: Well, all of the four
books are really interesting...
| can’'t wait for the movies to
come out.

Sandra: Yeah, and | am

especially excited for “New
Moon”... | can’t wait for Taylor
Lautner to come out and play
Jacob... Y

Ana: Well on March 23,
“New Moon” started filming
with the same cast that they
started with in “Twilight” in
Vancouver, Canada. And the
cast will travel to British
Colombia, Rome, and L.A.  J
am super excited!!

Sandra: Well, we have to go
watch it when it comes out
November J Can't wait.!

Ana: Yeah me either!! | cant
wait to see my “boyfriend”
Kellan Lutz!!

Sandra: Lol...Well nice talk
ing to you. Its your turn to

pay for the movie tickets. J ..

Bye, Bye!!

Ana: Okay | will J Byel!

prom night

e o

Fashion R*wwfway

Tanya Salas Nereyda Serano

your skin tone the best.
Dark-skinned girls should
avoid pastels and browns.
Try oranges, fuchsia, purple,
red, white, and gold.

Ladies with fair skin
should avoid wearing white,
pastels, or gold since the col
ors are so close to their skin
tone. Try navy, red, black,
purple, magenta, or blue
green.

Medium skin tones should

avoid caramel. Instead try
orange, brown, yellow, yel -
low-green and other earthy
tones.

Picking out a color is easy,

but picking out what dress
suits your body type the best
is the tough part.

If you're petite and want to

seem taller and curvier, try a
shorter dress that reaches

Fashionista extras

Instead of heading to the more expensive

stores, why not go downtown to search for

dresses at a bargin price?

just above your knee caps.
Halter dress with seeming
underneath the bust will cre
ate the illusion of great
curves. A pair of heels also
gives the illusion of longer
legs.

What if your body’s “pear-
shaped”? Using an ‘a-line’
dress (a type of dress that
resembles an “a@”) that reach
es the knee caps will balance

out that booty.

Now here’'s a body that
every girl would kill for, the
“hourglass” figure. Corset
dresses and empire waist will
show off the great curves you
already have.

For all the “apple shaped”
women out there, empire
waist dresses will keep the
eye on the smallest part of
your body.
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District w as right to close the schools

We believe the district did the
right thing by following the
Laredo Health Department’s
orders to close all campuses
and offices due to the threat of
the HIN1 Influenza A virus,
also known as the swine flu.

Closing the district probably
helped keep students and adult
staff from possibly spreading
the infection.

EDITORIAL
The Magnet Tribune
believes the district did
the right thing to close
the schools due to the
uncertainty of the new
strain of flu, HIN1
Influenza A, also known
as swine flu.

Department as a source, said
two United Independent School
District Middle school students
tested positive for the HIN1
Influenza A virus. (Since then,
three more have tested positive.)
However, we are bothered the
schools reopened after one
week instead of two, as original -
ly ordered by the health depart -
ment, while news stories report

Laredo Morning Times stories,

using

the Laredo

Health

more and more H1N1 cases

worldwide.

The Magnet Tribune urges you
to protect yourself and others
by washing your hands fre -
quently, coughing or sneezing
into your inner elbow, and
avoid touching your eyes, nose
and mouth. See the school
nurse if you feel sick, and if you
are sick, then stay home.

Comments?

mt_writers@hotmail.com

People ha ve the right to pick their pals

So the other day | was look
ing at friend updates on
MySpace and noticed that a
certain someone near and dear
to me had recently changed
something on their profile.

Okay, vary naize; let's see
what's going on, shall we? Of
course.

Amidst all the other profile
jargon (name, birthday, inter
esting facts, pictures and
apps, music...whatever) | took
notice of a quote that (if con
densed) goes something like
this: “I look at people and see
nothing worth liking.”

Now, where exactly did
THAT one come from? Well, if
you must know that's a line
Daniel Day-Lewis said while
playing Daniel Plainview in
Paul Thomas Anderson’s film

The Bug

By Shaula R ocha

‘There Will Be Blood'. It's pret
ty much one of my favorite '08
films, but I'm not here to give
a review.

Anyway, so when | saw this
quote on my world-hating
friend’s profile, | got to won
dering what exactly it's called
when one looks at people and
sees nothing worth liking.
Hallelujah, Wikipedia to the
rescue.

Assuming the dictionary
“anyone can edit” is right this
time, | was led to the word

“misanthropy” which sounds
like-a some kinda terrifying
skin disease but is actually
(and | quote) “ A general dis
like, distrust, or hatred of the
human species or a disposition
to dislike and/or distrust other
people.” What a mouthful!

Now, | don’t know if I'll get
into trouble for this, but let me
quote the article again:

“... [Misanthropes] will typi
cally be very selective with
whom they choose to associ
ate. This is also where their

aversion is most prevalent

and more self-centered and

because their perspective cruel, and maybe it's the
shows an overriding contempt influx of me-myself-and-I
towards common human media, or maybe it's just that
faults....” the consequences for wrong -

| don’t understand why peo
ple can't have the right to be
“selective” about who they
hang around with without
being called a “psycho” or a
“loner.” Stop, take a deep
breath, and look around at
what's going on.

There’s an  underlying
change in our psyches that's
being set up in our generation,
and it's really, really danger
ous when you stop to think
about it, and maybe it's just
myself and a certain friend
that have noticed... which |
certainly hope isn’t the case.

People are becoming more

It ’s just not enough to run from T

OMG guys, yet another day
to put Twilight in the spot
light.

Where do | start? The horri
ble acting or the shame they
brought to the view on vam
pires?

I remember my sister one
day handing me some money
after finding out | was heading
to the mall, of course, and
asked me to buy her a copy of
the book Twilight about a year
before the movie came out.

My sister is a sucker for
vampire movies, so | didn't
think much of it, considering |
didn't care for the book in the
first place.

It's been a year, so and | just
had to asked what she
thought about the book. She
didn't even read it. She said
something about always get
ting past the second page then

Observations

By Jennifer Garcia

passing out. Heck, one day
she became a rebel and got to
page 12. She lived to tell the
story on how it just wasn't

interesting to her, yet she had

hopes for the movie.

It wasn't just at home | kept
hearing about this book and
soon later the movie being in
production, but school was
worse. More than half my close
friends were into Twilight, and
they were like flies, bees, mos
quitoes ... just buzzing by your
ear but you're never able to get
them to stop. Twilight this,
Twilight that ... great. They

always kept urging me to read
it and that it was such a great
book. | said “no way” before
they tell me anything else.

As if the drilling to my ears
from my friends wasn't
enough, | had to hear it from
random people in my other
classes, during lunch, on the
bus to magnet, during the
exchanging of classes and
even after school. | never felt
so annoyed. | thought it could
n't have gotten worst.

Boy was | wrong.

The movie was due out in
theatres and that's when Hot

Topic starting selling stuff
about the movie. Great, just
great. At least now | know who
to avoid.

This is the story of my now
life concerning Twilight:
girl with Twilight keychain,
don't make eye contact. Sees
another girl with t-
shirt/blouse that reads “team
Edward” just keep walking.
Sees girl with Twilight neck
lace, keychain, shirt and a
copy of the book in her hands
... fun, running, running.

Of course, It's either that or
having to bluntly tell some
strange girl that she should
grow up and get a life.

Now, let me tell you about
now .... | can’'t even get on the
Internet without getting some
stupid app application on
MySpace asking m e to join
some Twilight poop that just,

Sees

doings have become lighter
and lighter until they’re virtu
ally nonexistent.

Look at what they're doing
to the murderers and the pil
lagers and the rapists and the
molesters and the philander
ers. Send them to rehabilita
tion clinic to be “cured” and
then throw them back out on
the street under “parole” and
create terms like “temporary
insanity” to hide the fact that
somewhere along the line we
screwed up.

When we live in such a sick
world, don’'t you think we
See THE BUG, page 11

in nicer terms, frustrates me

to death. If you are a “friend”

and are currently wondering

why you are no longer on my
MySpace account, blame it
on Twilight.

Let's continue on the movie
now since | sadly eventually
saw it.

Kristin Stewart has came
out in many good movies such
as Speak (which is also a book
and one | do recommend) and
The Messengers. She pretty
much played the characters
correctly, you know. At times
when the character was
scared, she put on her “I'm
scared” face, but sad to say ...
I think that’s just her face all
around. In the movie
“Twilight,” she played one of
the main characters Bella
Swan, who kept insist-
See OBSERVATIONS, p. 11
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Whatever

By Krystal Battistata

touch).

High school y ears
are the best

Growing up with all your high school buddies
is an experience you will never forget. You may
have grown up together since you were three
years old, but the years you will forever remem
ber are your good ol’ high school years.

Most people say high school sucked for them,
but for my friends and |, these years have been
badass. I've made new pals throughout this
year, and have had some awesome experiences.
There have been times, where | feel like the
whole world’'s against me, but there are days
when every single thing goes my way!

I've done some crazy stuff and have been in
some deep s***. Yet all those things are things
I'll laugh about now.

My friends and | are always joking around, and
laughing our behinds off. | wonder how it's going
to be once we lack depart for college... | think it's
probably going to suck! Starting all over. Unless
some of us end up going to the same university.

I guess it's all a part of growing up.

| mean, we are adults and have to start our
plans for our own future. It may seem like after
high school everyone will run off but | believe
most of who are true juniors will K.I.T (keep in

The truth is once we get out of high school,
sure we go to college, but now we can have even

See WHATEVER, page 11
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It 's expected things In life will change

So, lately I've come to realize
that many things have
changed. Not only with
school, family and friends,
but | myself have, as well. I've
grown distant from people
and I'm not the quiet one any
more, I've slowly become the
one that voices her opinion
and the one that doesn't let
anything get in her way.

I've changed from the naive
girl I used to be that would let
everything pass her by to one
that doesn't let anything go to
waste.

| must admit that | know
I've been a tad on the not so
pleasant side, and that some
things | said weren'’t the cor
rect things to say, but | have
learned to see things from a
different perspective.

I've realized that school
isn’t as “easy” as people made
it seem and that High School

Editor's Commentary

By V alerie Brisefio
editor of this issue

The Editor's Commentary represents the opinions of the
editor, and should not be understood to represent the
views of the newspaper staff, faculty and administration.

isn’t always the time to have
fun. The real side eventually
came out: the stressful and
annoying side of it. As much
as you try to balance stuff to
do several things at a time
you realize that at times it
isn’t always the best idea. As
a junior now, I've already
gone through important
deadlines and stressing over
being on track with classes
and even crying of so much
frustration. But | know that

all of this will make me the
person | want to be.

I've noticed that some teens
don't have much respect for
their parents. They tend to
answer back and take them
for granted. My parents have
always been the ones there for
me when | had problems and
the ones that never left my
side when | was in pain or lost
in so many thoughts. My
mom has always been one to
push me to strive for the high

est goals | have in mind. Even
though at times it seems
some parents ask for too
much and are always behind
you to do things, they always
have a reason and a motive
for it and it's because they
know what you're capable of
and don’t want your talents to
be wasted.

As for friends, I've learned
not to trust as much, to keep
to myself and as of a while
back I've only trusted a few.
I've gone through friends
walking out of my life to
friends coming into my life,
and | know that everything
happens for a reason.

| know | have some of the
best of friends anyone could
ever ask for ‘cuz | know they
will always be there for me.
And most of them have
already proved it. My experi
ence with friends has always

been great and even though
some aren’'t with me anymore
I know they have helped me at
times and | do appreciate it,
but for some reason they're
not there anymore. | used to
cry for friends when they
weren't by my side anymore
but I've also seen friendships
in a different perspective and
realized that there are no such

things as “All your friends are

true friends.” There's always
going to be arguments and
ending of friendships, but at

the end all of those will make

you stronger.

My main point for this is
that high school isn't always
all fun and smiles. There’s
always the other side to life
that I didn’t know how to deal
with before but now has only
made me who | am today, an
independent person who has
a different view on life.

The signs, causes of cheating are ...

What causes cheating? Do
you notice when someone is
cheating on you? What are the
signs?

There are a lot of reasons
why guys and girls cheat.
Some possibilities are:

He/she may not be ready for
a commitment yet.

He/she may be feeling
scared or overwhelmed about
the closeness that they're feel
ing in the relationship...
cheating could be a way to act
out their feelings.

He/she may be looking for
revenge if somebody has
cheated on them.

He/she may have agreed to
see someone officially, but
they’re probably not ready for
that kind of commitment.
Most likely they want to date
for a while only. So they may
become torn between their

OH-EM-GEE

By V eronica Medellin
and Melissa Cadena

commitment and wanting to
be with others.

He/she may have parents
who have had affairs; and so
they follow the example in
their relationships.

He/she may not see the
relationship with any kind of
importance, so the thought of
staying committed to only the
person they’re with is probably
not one of their intentions.

If there are problems in the
relationship, he/she may act
out their feelings in some
other way, like escaping from

them  through infidelity,
instead of talking it out and
dealing with those problems
the right way.

He/she may simply be one
of those not-so-nice people...
those that don't care very
much about other people’s
feelings and the pain that per
son can go through.

Whatever the reason may
be, it still doesn't make this
behavior okay.

Okay so...do we actually
notice when they're cheating?
Sometimes we do, but other

times they can really know
how to hide it.

So, you've got a someone who
you think is being unfaithful to
you...Well, first of all, NOT
EVERYONE IS A CHEATER! So
don't accuse them just yet.

But you can never be so sure
either. So to be on the safe side,
here are some signs you should
watch out for:

--You notice that he/she
cancels plans almost all the
time and/or calls you less fre
quently; he/she is starting to
act distant.

--He/she is insensitive; as in
they forget that you had plans
and they don't show any
importance to it.

--He/she has stopped invit
ing you to spend time with
them at their favorite places;
like you find out that he/she
went to a party without invit

ing you and they don’'t men
tion anything about it.

--He/she finds ways to
argue, and blames you for
everything.

--You catch them in a lie
and they deny it, they consid
er themselves the victim or
they get offensive.

If cheating has crossed your
mind, think twice about it.
Especially if you are in a seri
ous relationship with someone
because you will only put
them in pain, so if you plan to
cheat, it'd be better to break it
off first than to become known

as a cheater.

YOU DONT KNOW WHAT
YOU GOT ‘TIL IT'S
GONE!!mmmmmm

(Sources: discussion with
classmates, www.teenhealth
fx.com, www.seventeen.com,
writers’ opinions)

Review: Violet is still modeling in next book

By ANA SiLvA
MT STAFF WRITER

Violet was leaving the mod
eling business for good, but
she went back because of the
promise of a trip to Brazil.

This is how *“Violet by
Design” starts. It is the second
book in a series written by
Melissa Walker, author of
“Violet on the Runway.”

Former book columnist
Kassandra Perez wrote a
review in the Feb. 25, 2008,
edition, available online at the
newspaper’'s Web site.

At the end of “Runway”
Violet has a weakness for

international
travel. However,
she has never
been off the East
Coast.

This is where
“Design” begins.

Violet has decided to model
in Brazil and goes to the city
of Sao Paulo, where she meets
Paulo.

Here, the story becomes
involved.

After modeling for her agent
Angela, then behind her back
for Paulo, Violet becomes
romantically involved with
him before finding out about

WALKER

his girlfriend and goes back
home to North Carolina,
where she gains five pounds
from eating lots of ice cream.

A heavier Violet then takes a
modeling job in Spain, but is
dismissed after the job due to
her extra weight. However,
Mira Bella, a fashion designer,
wants her to model dresses,
so Violet takes that job but
faints during the show due to
dieting to try losing the five
pounds.

After all that, Violet then
found out her best friend
Roger had a crush on her but
on her return to New York

The little things In life

Story , art b y Sar ah Reyes

Online: Lisa Valdez reviews “The Warrior Heir” by Cinda Williams Chima

City cannot find him so
returns  home to North
Carolina.

“Violet by Design” is a believ
able account of the difficulties
models face during their
careers. We see that models
have to be very careful of their
figures, and what they eat.

In addition, some young
girls see them as role models,
but do not know what models
face during an often brief
career.

Violet is believable because
her character is somebody
that most girls could be

See VIOLET, page 11
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Many headed to UIL state meet

Students who will compete in state Cardenas Cindy Guitar Garza Julissa Choir Rios Abigalil Oboe
UIL competition in their music area Carroll Patrick Trumpet Garza Leilah Strings Rivera Alfredo Flute
are listed below. Castro Elisa Flute Garza Janie Clarinet Robles Manuel Choir

For more information, click on the Chavez Frank Guitar Gonzalez Erika Choir Rodriguez Noe Piano
link at the school's Web site at Cisneros Eddie Strings Hernandez Janet Choir Rodriguez Tanya Choir
http://vmt.elisd.org Crofford Nicco Choir Hernandez Rosa Bassoon Rodriguez Noe Strings

De Hoyos Estefania Choir Layton Jason Bassoon Rodriguez Kevin Clarinet
Last Name First Area De Los Santos ~ Sergio Strings Lopez Leticia Flute Rojas Manuel Trumpet
Alvarez Enrique Strings De Luna Rebecca Strings Martinez Gerardo Strings Romero Brandon Strings
Alvarez Brenda Guitar Delgado Dorian Choir Martinez Sara Flute Romo Jennifer Clarinet
Amaya Amelia Flute Escobar Valerie Choir Morales Gloria Choir Rosales Monika Strings
Anthony Olivares Euphonium Escobedo Monica Flute Nunez Jose Luis Trumpet Salinas Daniel Guitar
Armendariz  Abraham Piano Esquivel Lyanne Choir Palacios Gabriela Strings Sanchez Jisel Guitar
Ayala April Choir Flores Cristal Choir Perales Stephanie Flute Santos Alyssa Strings
Balli Philip Strings Francisco Moreno Tuba Prieto Ruben Choir Torres Cristina Choir
Barrera Carlos Piano Garay Lupita Choir Ramirez Maria del Carmen  Flute | Vasquez Adolfo Guitar
Bird Jennifer Oboe Garcia Cindy Choir Ramos Jackie  Bass Clarinet Vazquez Luis Strings
Briseno Jonathan Strings Garcia Gabriela Strings Reyes Alexis Choir Villafranca Eliza Choir
Bruno Gutierrez Tuba Garcia Jesus Guitar Reyes Samantha Choir
VIOLET, from page 10
friends with. She has to deal almost her second mother, Paulo shows he is like follow up to “Violet on the interesting.

with a series of problems in
modeling situations and rela

giving advice and guiding her
in the modeling world. They

some guys in that he leads
her on in believing they are a

Runway.” Written mainly for
an audience of teenage girls,

The look into the world of
modeling is worthwhile for

tionships, including the dis - have a business-like relation - couple before she finds out some guys who areintomod - anybody considering the
covery that Roger has special ship in front of others but in he has a girlfriend. eling may also find the book field.
feelings for her. private Angela can be harsh. Finally, Veronica and Sam,
Roger and Julie, her best They clash after Violet Violet's roommates in New
friends in North Carolina takes a modeling job with York City, also modeled in
since childhood, have stood Paulo in Brazil and again Spain and kept an eye on her
by her despite all Violet's dif - when she has to lose five while she was trying to lose
ficulties. pounds after the job in the extra five pounds.
Angela, Violet's agent, is Spain. “Violet by Design” is a good
OBSERVATIONS, page 9
iing she wasn't afraid but no came out in since there is totally staring at you but look
matter what, she had that only been Harry Potter, The ing as if he honestly thinks he
face going on. It was disturb -  Goblet of Fire but | can sure can shoot lighting out of his
ing. Of course, not that say that he creeps me. eyes. Plus, after realizing he is
Robert Pattinson (Edward Both the constant staring at staring, something would
Cullen, main character and her and the way he'd stare have been said or done.
vampire in the movie) had a was just plain unrealistic (not The romance was just to
better deliverance of a great that vampires are). Give me a much. An overdose of lame if
performance with his facial break, in the real world, no you ask me, but you're not
reactions, either. one just sits there and not asking me, so at this point
About Pattinson, |1 can't notice the guy next to you is I'm just telling you.
really compare his acting
with previous movies he has
BUG, from page 9
should all be a little more
selective of our friends? Like,
say, maybe stop relying on a
person’s physical appearance
and start looking at what's on
the inside?
| could care less about peo -
ple who wear big, fancy sun -
glasses, boots and skirts in
the middle of winter, even Ed
Hardy's pseudo-Chinese eth - -
nic junk...it's all irrelevant e I eC C e
and pointless to me. )
I'd rather have a friend who
may not be so trendy, but at I
least isn't a lying, backstab - an ave .
bing, bad-mouthing, bug-
eyed cretin. Become aware,
people. Wake UP, oh, and
read Wikipedia, too.
WHATEVER, from page 11
more fun! Our parents won't
have to be so over-protective .
because we will be responsi - I n k Je t
ble adults. So instead of
thinking about life after .
school as a big world full of Car tr Idg eS
work, and problems, | think
about the fun and even more
awesome experiences Il
have.
And as my last year
approaches | will be better
prepared for the big would
ahead of me. I'll see ya'll next
year. 1119 Taylor S. at McPherson ,
956-791-8126
I I . I t T p .
. | |
Laredo’s premier awards shop -- serving Laredo
for over 50 years!
Trophies -- Plaques -- Ribbons -- Certificates --
ID Badges--Executive Clocks--Medals--Educational Awards
Quiality awards, on-time, and
reliable service
Approved vendor for LISD and UISD
Need awards? Order now!
1320 Garden Street Phone/fax: 956-724-9990
Laredo, Texas 78040 Phone: 956-722-9463
T

email: hamilton_trophies@yahoo.com

VISA

We accept personal and
school checks!

lEKPiHES!
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