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SparkNotes

Veronica Kieffer
Assistant Editor

As is true with any English class, the teacher assigns at least one novel for the class to
read throughout the school year. This, of course, is followed by a daunting study guide
to be !lled out chapter by chapter. Most students will read the book carefully and answer
the questions; therefore, they are prepared for the test that usually follows the book. The
test measures a student's knowledge of the books content and how well they understood
the meanings and themes behind it. But somehow students seem to manage to !ll out the
study guides and get by on the !nal test...without ever cracking the books seal. There is,
however, another book they have no problem opening. This book is named Spark Notes.

Spark Notes are meant to be used to help students that are struggling to read,
write a paper about, or understand a text. Recently instead of being used as a crutch,
its being used a substitute. Along with various other tools, Spark Notes o"ers
chapter summarizations, themes, and character descriptions. But what happens
when a student thinks these notes can substitute for an actual book, is this cheating?

“Its not always cheating, and it's not always a crutch for students. It isn't
cheating when it's used the right way,” said English teacher, Mary Thompson.

While the question of “is Spark Notes cheating” weighs heavily on teachers mind,
another question worries Spark Notes users, “can teachers tell”? With all of the papers,
study guides, and tests it should clearly show the cheaters from the readers, shouldn't it?

“When it comes down to the ni#y gri#y details of a book, Spark Notes just
won't do it. If | want a comprehensive look at a book, students who dont read

the book, wont get by on Spark Notes,” said English teacher,

Lynne Bucciarelli

Even the creators of Spark Notes agree that they should not be used to undermine a student’s
intelligence, but instead enhance it. They should be used to help the student be#er understand
the content of the book, but allow you to draw upon your own conclusions regarding the books
meaning. Some teachers even recommend Spark Notes, if they are being used in the right way.

“I have in the past, and still do. It's good for students to get a background, but it
should not be used as a substitute for the text,” said English Teacher John Hanley.

From ADERALL TO A’S

TJ Williamson
Flash Staff Reporter

The stress piles up and students are
ge#ing nervous about taking tests. Final
exams and the ACT can worry the students
resulting in thoughts becoming irrational and
sometimes even lead to drugs to relax them.

There are some prescription drugs, like
adderall, that are used to control ADHD and
ADD that some students abuse to enhance
their test scores. There were many students
who openly admi#ed to doing so before the
ACT and as a result they got a high score.

To the students reading this: DON'T DO
THIS. Medical studies have been done
and have proven that taking these pills can
cause side e"ects such as impaired thinking.

There are legal repercussions as well. Taking
even legal medications that aren'’t prescribed
toyou is a felony that can lead to incarceration.
DARE o0%cer Sco# Witkowski is concerned
with the growing drug issues in high schools.

“You never know what you're taking and
you don’t know what e"ect it will have
on your body. Addiction can come pre#y
easy so it's important to stay away from
even trying drugs,” said Witkowski, who
is worried about the safety of the students.
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Jim Fischer is a certiled addiction counselor
and sees the opposite end of the ma#er. He
works with police from all over the county
and treats those who su"er from drug
addiction. He runs a halfway house in Mt.
Clemens called Pathway to Freedom that
takes in men who are released from jail with
drug charges to get them ready to return
to society and sees the problems !rst hand.

‘Anytime you put a substance in your
body to make you perform be#er that isn't
prescribed to you is wrong,” said Fischer.
“There are many other ways to enhance
your performance in school. If you eat right,
get the right amount of sleep, exercise,
and do all you can to reduce stress levels
things will be easier for you in school.”

Using drugs to make you test bet#ter is
cheating. It can cause more problems than
it can help and you never know if you will
be the one who gets the negative side e"ects.
Stay away from drugs that aren’t yours and
do tests the old fashioned way. Studying is
the best way to get a good test score so open
a book, pull out a pencil, and get to work.

Cheating the System

Joshua Cousineau
Editor-in-Chief
The internet has been a prominent !gure
in all of our lives for almost as long as can
be remembered. It's a part of everyday life,
allowing everything from messaging friends
to entire websites dedicated to socializing
and posting photos. We've come to treat the
internet like its our own personal space.
But, nothing is truly private on the internet.
Any person can be found with something
as simple as a Google search. Are we
all doing things we want others to see?
The internet does a lot for us as a society,

but along with the good, it allows the same
amount of bad. Websites like Myspace or
Facebook allows anyone to upload any
photos they want and send whatever they
like in a message. Just because this is over
a private website, however, doesn't mean
its hidden from the public view. lllegal acts
online are illegal acts in real life. These acts
can go from threatening someone to taking
photos of ways you don't want to be seen.

“We see a lot of cyber bullying,” said
Principal Dr. Dave Richards. “We see a lot of
instant messaging and even text messaging
where kids are harassing other kids.”

Using the internet for cyber bullying
or posting illegal images has even more
drawbacks. Anything on the internet can be
saved or printed and shown to anyone else.

“We have had instances where kids
have brought it in and brought it to
our a#ention, and those are the times
that if its a school issue, or something

happening at school, we’ll address it.”
But, your troubles may not
just end at  your private life.

“If you post a photograph, an electronic
image, or yourself online, obviously that
can be used as evidence at a later date,”
said Eric Meyers, the detective in charge of
cyber crimes at the Fraser Police Department.

In most situations, no one from the police
department or the school is going to go
online and actually seek out students for
photos of them doing something illegal.
However, if a picture of you with a beer in
your hand is turned over, that's the same
thing as them !nding you in real life. Some
situations do allow surveillance, however.

“I've been working with our D.A.R.E.
0%cers and our juvenile school liaison
0%cers,” said Meyers. “I know of Myspace
sites of suspects that we've had to adjudicate
through juvenile court that | will check up
on. Especially for example, if you've been put
on probation... if | go on your myspace page
and !'nd a bunch of pictures that say ‘New
Year’s Eve’ and you're knocking back beers, |
could violate your probation with that alone.”

Probably the most serious situation a person
could get themselves into, even over illegal
druguse, ispornography. It's notreally thought
about as much, but if someone takes a nude
picture of themselves and they're under 18, it's
a felony. Sending that photo adds on a second
felony of distributing child pornography.

The important thing to remember when
it comes to the internet is being smart.
The internet spans the whole world, and
everybody has access to it. One false move
can be broadcast worldwide, whether or not
you try to delete it. Everyone from potential
bosses to colleges to your grandmother
could see it. Always think before you click.

‘Anything you post out there is fair
game,” said Dr. Richards. “People are going
to share it, forward it. ‘Did you see this?’ ‘I
thought this kid was supposed to be a model
student.” ‘This is one of our athletes, look
at what he'’s doing,” and all that. You never
know who is going to get access to that.”

Emilie Daubenspeck
Flash Staff Reporter

Teachers and students have very di"erent
views of seminar. Teachers consider
seminar a time for students to !nish their
homework, catch up on absent work and
get extra help. Students consider seminar
a time to relax and visit friends. Because of
the con$icting views, students must cheat
in order to get what they want in seminar.

This cheating mainly consists of the re-
use and abuse of hall passes. Some students
change the date and time on a pass to go
where they want or to just wander the halls.
Other students take hour-long “bathroom
breaks.” Some other students who are bolder

|
just ignore passes altogether. Before doing
these things consider the consequences.
Seminar privileges like traveling can be
taken. Not only might the cheater get in
trouble, their seminar teacher might too. The
teacher whose name is on the pass could get
in trouble as well; so could the teacher who
accepts the cheater into their classroom.
So, even though cheating the seminar
rules seems harmless, its not. The main
consequences may a"ect the cheater but others
are a"ected as well. It is one thing for cheating

to harm the cheater; it is another for the
consequences of cheating to extend to others.
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Sean “the real deal” McGreal

When | was given the chance to
write an opinionative piece on
steroids in professional baseball, |
knew that | wanted to take it and
run with it. Steroids in professional
baseball should not be permi#ed.
When students in high school
are ge#ting looked at by colleges,
they arent on drugs; the recruits
are looking at their talent alone.
Baseball to viewers is purely
entertainment, but to the players
its a business. Cheating in school
or work normally would get you
suspended of !red, but why are
their li#le circumstances in sports?

Many people have been sent to
court or to their team’s managers
because of being accused of steroids.
Steroids in baseball seems to be one
of the biggest steroid controversies.
The Barry Bonds’and Jose Conseco’s
are prime examples of doing
whatever a single person can do to
improve his or her games. When
Jose got sent to court for having
used anabolic steroids, his counter
a#tack was writing a book telling the
world who in baseball is implicated
with performance enhancing drugs.

Have you ever turned the channel
to wrestling or football and wonder
how one man could have that much
muscle without using steroids? If the
amount of money you make during
a single season depends on how
many wins you get, then there is no
reason why the coaches and general
managersletperformance enhancers
circulate in the locker rooms.
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In a sport where the fun of the
game is based on how many big
hits or great plays a team makes
that there is no surprise athletes
rely on steroids and performance
enhances so much. They're
changing our countries past-time
into American Gladiators. Si#ing
in the stadium, spending your hard
earned money on a good seat, a
couple of hotdogs, a cold so& drink,
you're further encouraging the
athletes to not try their best, but get
the best performance enhancers.

Many people and corporations
have tried to lighten up the whole
“steroids situation”. Whether it's
by making a funny commercial, or
a humored ad in a magazine, there
is no avoiding them. Many kids
will laugh at those commercials
and read those magazines ads. Our
fathers looked up to players such
as Babe Ruth who was one of the
greatest baseball player of his time.
Nowadays you have high school
students taking creatine before and
a&er their workouts, just because
players like Roger Clemens and
Barry Bonds, who do the same,
always have the spotlight on them.
Steroids seem to be making athletes
be#ter at what they do, but in the
long run, they're actually hurting
them. In the end, steroids aren't
just a'ecting the athletes taking
them, but theyre also a"ecting
the young adults that look up
so exceedingly to those athletes.
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ets Make Things Interesting

Kyle T. Snarski(the T. is for tennacious)

In America we love the bigger.
In America we love the be#er.
We love the stronger, the faster,
the louder, the more over the top,
the more outrageous. In a nation
that refuses to eat a hamburger
unless it's as meaty as possible-
shouldn't we expect the same out
of our professional ball players?

Lets face it in the last 20 years
sports like basketball and football
have been gaining  serious
momentum as “America’s favorite
past time” and with good reason
too. The two sports are much more
high speed, contact oriented, and
“in your face” than baseball could
ever hope to be. Between the slam
dunks, sacks, packs, hail Maries,
and three-pointer plain old baseball
didnt seem to have a chance.

Despite this, season a&er season
the MLB manages to drag in
millions of dollars from fans, the
game has become more explosive
than ever with multiple home runs
every game and players running
the bases at inhuman speeds.
Viewers gaze as the titans swing
they’re mighty Louisville’s and
soar feet over walls to catch $ying
balls and remember how the game
captured the nation’s heart in the
Irst place. And while pure skill
level and dedication has shown
great results for some players, not
every ba#er is going to manage that
same kind of power. And when it
comes down to the ni#y-gri#ty the
fans want the big hits. Baseball has

been one of the most underrated
professional sports for too long,
and with more powerful players
we're looking at the bigger, better,
stronger, faster, over the top game
it could potentially develop into.
While many may argue that the
a"ects of steroids and human
growth hormones have been
scienti!cally provento be dangerous
for a user, it is o&en look that there
is common counter evidence to
discredit these same claims. At the
point of professionalism, athletes
should be able to choose what
risks they are willing to take with
their bodies. Considering they are
fully developed “matured” adults,
there shouldn't be a controversy in
what steps they take to step their
game up. But a key point in this
argument is that these athletes are
fully developed individuals. By
no means should anything below
the majors dwell beyond their
own skill because the body should
be allowed full development
before being meddled with.
In closing: These performance
enhancements are taking powerful
athletes and supercharging them.
In other terms, imagine a plain Ford
Mustang. Pre#y cool right? Now
put some hood scoops, rims, custom
paint, and a turbo-charge onto that
same Ford Mustang. Really cool'
There is no decision to be made
here, no argument. Just a fairly more
entertaining sports event to watch.
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