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   The purpose of the Flash is to inform and enter-
tain our audience, which includes the entire com-
munity, on subjects that may affect our readers. 
We also aim to be an open forum for the audience 
to be heard and make comments and observations. 
It is our intent that we provide this information in a 
clear, meaningful, and journalistic way. The Flash 
is a member of the Michigan Interscholastic Press 
Association (MIPA).
Editorial Policy
   The editorial board is the decision-making group 
for the newspaper staff. It includes the editor-in-
chief, assistant editors, and all other writers, web 
editors, and photographers. The board is in charge 
of making the decisions on what will go into the 
newspaper. If a controversial issue arises, it is 
the common assumption that there will be noth-
ing published in the newspaper that is libelous, 
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   For reasons I’m still not totally clear on, 
I decided to go shopping on - gasp - the 
busiest shopping day of the year, the day 
after Thanksgiving, or infamously known as 
Black Friday. Instead of sleeping in at home 
under my warm covers, I was being pushed 
and shoved as I walked through a throng of 
people in Kohls at Macomb Mall. The lines 
were stretched past tables announcing sales 
for the early birds and snaked past various 
clothing racks. 
   As I was waiting in an obnoxiously long line 
with my mom, I couldn’t help but overhear 
the lady standing behind me talking on 
her cell phone. She had apparently been 
to a Walmart earlier, as she was retelling 
whoever she was talking to on the phone how 
a fist fight had broken out over a television, 
and how the store was unorganized over the 
fight. Later, after my mom finally made her 
way to the cash register and we paid and 
returned home, the news was recounting a 
story about an employee in another state that 
was trampled to death just seconds after the 
store had opened by an impatient crowd. In 
South Carolina, a couple of people decided 
it might be smart to keep out potential 
competition and glued the doors to a store 
together so that other shoppers couldn’t 

enter. In another scenario, a pregnant 
woman was punched in the stomach by 
another frustrated shopper and as a result 
suffered a miscarriage.
   These are only a few cases of what happens 
on Black Friday. Other cases just aren’t 
brought to light or recognized by the media. 
People say they will “stop at nothing” to get 
what they want. Black Friday has shown this 
to be true. What I don’t understand is why 
people feel the need to battle it out over the 
best deals to buy Christmas presents. Is it 
really necessary to sport a “kill or be killed” 
attitude over Christmas presents? Is it worth 
a potential lawsuit if you kill someone?
  If you don’t see my point about resorting 
to violence when shopping for presents yet, 
then think of it this way: how would you like 
to say to whoever opens your Christmas 
present, “Yeah, I got you that gift, but I killed 
a person or two getting it.” How would you 
feel when you’re wrapping that gift and 
recall seriously injuring someone in the 
process? By hurting or even killing someone 
else just by trying to accomplish your goal of 
buying something for your family member 
or friend, you could be hurting or taking 
away someone else’s family member or 
friend. Everyone deserves to have a happy 
and safe Christmas, and to be with the ones 
they love - not dead or in the hospital.

Black Friday at the shopping maul
Katie Leonatti
Flash Staff Reporter

Flash Back
   The Flash Staff would like to apologize for 
the error in Issue 3’s volleyball article. We 
said that the captains were seniors Kelsey 
Kelly, Julie Sanders, and junior Alexis Rut-
ter. The varisty captains are actually seniors 
Kelsey Kelly, Alyssa Wernette, and junior 
Alexis Rutter. 

Annual shopping day becomes dangerous for participants.

Photo: Veronica Kieffer

Staff Editorial:
The season for giving 
doesn’t end after December
   Fraser students have more than outdone 
themselves in this year’s can war. The final 
count for cans collected ended at 13,090 
cans. This number more than quadruples 
the number of students in the school, and 
the number of cans collected last year. 
The total count including the school and 
neighborhoods was 15,090 cans.
   Teachers did their part to give as well. 
Business Education teacher John Murray took 
the victory in the intense war of the cans. He 
collected 2,796 cans by offering incentives 
that were irresistible to his many students. 
His competition, however, did not go down 
without a fight and helped raise the can 
count tremendously. Every teacher involved 
should feel great bout their contribution to 
the war against hunger. 
   We have proved that this is the season 
for giving. The food collected will help 
feed hundreds of local families during this 
Christmas season. The giving shouldn’t 
stop here. We’ve seen how generous our 
classmates can be. FHS never stops giving us 
more chances to show this. From December 
to June, we all have a chance to give even a 
little more. 
   Although, there is nothing wrong with a 
little incentive to motivate us to give, we 
shouldn’t need one all year round. Students 
received whatever teachers decided to dish 
out, from extra-credit to free days. The entire 
student body also received a prize for the 
amazing amount of cans collected, with free 
admissions to any home sporting event for 
this entire week. It is no surprise that the 
community, parents, and administrators are 
proud of the heartfelt giving we have done 
this season. Just because the can war is over 

doesn’t mean we should stop impressing 
people.
   There are dozens of charity fundraisers 
that occur every year. Along with the can 
war Student Council also conducted the 
giving tree. This year Student Council is 
also hoping to debut Powderbuff which will 
feature boys volleyball in hopes of racking 
in money for their charity of the year. They 
also had a very successful blood drive, 
which will be returning for a second time at 
the end of this year.
   The school store will be collecting jeans 
for the second year in a row. Interact Club is 
doing their clothing drive, as well as many 
other events that will benefit the community. 
Mr. Murray and his students are also 
collecting spare change during lunches for 
Helping Hands. Every group in Fraser seems 
to be doing their part for the community.
   Although the event was called the can war, 
it was in reality just one battle. We may have 
won the battle, but we didn’t win the war. 
We still have a responsibility and duty to do 
more in the endless war against hunger.

The Flash Volume 49 Issue 4.indb   2 1/29/2009   4:22:47 PM



opinions 3
December 2008 Volume 49, Issue 4

Time to sweep the halls
  Starting last week, there’s a whole next 
twist on tardies.  Once the bell for class 
sounds a booming voice rings out suddenly 
from the speakers of the PA system asking 
for everyone’s attention while declaring 
it is officially a hall sweep. Every teacher 
must then decline students who are even 
a second late to class and lock their class 
room doors. Those unpunctual students 
must make their way to room 1515, which 
is just a holding place while they wait 
with all the other tardy students to mark 
their names down. Hall sweeps take about 
15-20 minutes out of the late student’s 
learning time by making them wait to get 
an authorized pass to get back into class. 
    “It’s a bad idea and the whole school will be 
suspended soon at this rate. Kids are going to 
be late regardless of the punishment because 
they just don’t care,” senior Sean Delisi said. 
 Although, hall sweeps aren’t really 
considered an over all waste of time. Hall 
sweeps are designed to make the student 
‘learn their lesson’ and try even harder to 
make it to class on time or else they will 
face the penalty of missing what might be 
important information during the first few 
minutes of class. Once a student who was 
caught in a hall sweep realizes they can walk 
a little faster or spend less time chatting with 

friends, they will start being on time to class 
and tardiness will become less of a big deal.
 Each time you are hall swept, the 
consequences will differ. The first time 
you simply get away with a warning.  The 
second time you will end up with a half 
hour detention after school.  The third 
time, you will receive punishment with 
in house suspension.  The fourth time 
will result in an out of school suspension. 
 Hopefully after a few more months 
of practicing around hall sweeps and 
making our way to class faster, hall 
sweeps will become less necessary and 
tardiness will soon be over with for good.

Ashley Tannahill
Flash Staff Reporter

The eyes have it
Mandi Bartholomew
Flash Staff Reporter

Alex Hannon
Flash Staff Reporter

   Everyone finds time to look at themselves 
in the mirror, but what is it they’re really look-
ing for? What is the first feature the average 
teenager cares about? Okay, think about it 
this way, if a moderately attractive person of 
the opposite sex is walking towards your di-
rection, what is the first thing to notice? Is it 
their height, body frame, clothes, hair, teeth? 
Although those may be essential to most 
students, the most common answer would 
be eyes. Could that answer be cliché? 
   Think about it, most girls were brought 
up in a home where mothers share their se-
cret ways of knowing if they’re telling the 
truth. What is the most common body part 
involved in those conversations? What do 
children avoid when hiding something from 
“mom”? Eye contact is the most reasonable 
answer. All mothers make them believe that 
their eyes can read all, like a lie detector 
test, nothing can get past them. Here’s the 
actual question, are someone’s preference 
for eyes something that is learned or not or 
can it be considered as innate nature rather 
than a preference? 
   When thinking about the opposite sex, one 
thing is dependable. Their physical features 
change over time, but their eyes are always 
the constant variable. They never change 
and they never will. I’m not trying to per-

suade anyone into only looking at some-
one’s eyes. It’s just one feature that can’t lie 
and will show all feeling. Eyes are the door 
to anyone’s soul, when falling in love, this is 
the first connection formed.  
   “Eyes are the first thing you notice,” juniors 
Rachel Wagner and Jessica Moynihan said. 
“It’s the most attractive aspect.”
   Could our attractions be all philology or 
can it be traced to the chemical connec-
tions of the mind? The brain has an area of 
your brain called the orbitofrontal cortex is 
what controls your increasing judgment of 
the opposite sexes attractiveness. Accord-
ing to the website http://www.livescience.
com/health/060213_attraction_rules.html, 
researchers have gathered an abundance 
amount of information that basically can 
be concluded through Thornhill’s telling of 
LiveScience,“Women’s sex-partner num-
bers are dependent on things other than at-
tractiveness.” 
   Physical features of the opposite sex can 
help determine the level of attractions for 
each other.  The levels may variety through 
the different aspects of the individual, but 
the general concept is the same. 

   Christmas music, it’s a love/hate 
relationship with most of the population. 
It’s very agonizing when the morning 
after Halloween, you 
turn on the radio and 
hear “Jingle Bells.” 
It’s pretty ridiculous 
and way too soon. 
I’m a firm believer 
that if there it’s not at 
least Thanksgiving, 
Christmas music 
shouldn’t be played 
on the radios. When 
I hear it’s cheeriness 
on the radio, the first 
thought on my mind 
is “Already?”
   The lyrics in 
Christmas songs 
always tend to make me depressed 
around October and November. I have 
a countdown in my head for Christmas 
morning. I also wish for snow, which 
is what most of the lyrics are about in 
holiday music. We live in Michigan, where 
it’s a 50/50 chance of receiving snow on 
Christmas, bringing us literally a “White 
Christmas.” 

    I feel that radio stations should at 
least wait till after Thanksgiving to start 
cranking the Christmas tunes. Christmas 
songs are all about family togetherness, 

which most families 
don’t experience until 
then. I’m one of the 
people who only listen 
to Christmas music 
on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas morning. 
I enjoy sitting in the 
shotgun of my parent’s 
car with snow hitting the 
windshield with “Jingle 
Bells” playing loudly on 
the radio. I feel like it’s a 
tradition. I don’t want to 
be driving with the air 
conditioning on, hearing 
“The Christmas song”, 

with lyrics including “Chestnuts roasting 
on an open fire, Jack Frost nipping at your 
nose.” 
   Overall, It’s tiring and frustrating hearing 
Christmas songs in hope that Christmas 
will be done, when in actuality, its months 
away. Christmas music is for Christmas, 
not for Halloween, or Thanksgiving. Let’s 
keep it that way!

Christmas music already?

Photo: Ashley Tannahill

   Inconsistent, conflicting, and differing: 
words that all could be used to describe 
the halls of Fraser High School. I’m not 
talking about the various floor tiles, or the 
many different students, I’m talking about 
temperature. Some classrooms are freezing, 
some are content, and some are just too 
warm. So how are students supposed to stay 
warm in the freezing class rooms? 
   The student code of conduct states that 
students are not to wear coats during school 
hours. Well, why not? Coats allow students 
to conceal things like weapons or bombs. 
It’s interesting that a school wouldn’t allow 
coats, but they would allow kids to carry 
backpacks. 
   I’m not saying that backpacks should be 
against the school rules too, I’m suggesting 
that students be allowed to wear coats 
during school. Truth be told, if a student is 
thinking about bringing a weapon to school, 
not being able to have a coat to conceal it in, 
probably won’t stop them.
   I know that my sixth block class, Algebra II, 
with Ms. Jager, is absolutely freezing. After I 
freeze in algebra, I have seminar, room 2035, 
right next door to Ms. Jagers. This room is 
also freezing. In an attempt to prevent 
frostbite or hypothermia, I always wear long 
sleeve shirts under hoodies, jeans, socks, 

and boots, and most of the time it still isn’t 
enough. 
   It’s December and temperatures are 
dropping and the amount of students with 
colds are on the rise. It’s no wonder. On 
average high school students get less sleep 
than they should which leads to a weak 
immune system. Changing from room to 
room all day with various uncomfortable 
temperatures only adds to the risk of falling 
sick.
   In a study conducted to test the effects 
of temperature on learning, it was found 
that cold temperature reduces the ability 
to successfully perform motor skills. Cold 
temperature also causes cooling of the skin 
which reduces sensory perception. Sensory 
perception is reception through the powers 
of physical awareness, hearing, sight, 
smell, taste, touch, and comprehensible 
upon transfer to intellect. If students can’t 
comprehend anything other than the fact that 
they are freezing, how are they supposed to 
learn anything?
   Some teachers put ice packs on their 
thermostats to trick the thermostat into 
thinking the room is colder than it really is 
so the heat will come on. This doesn’t always 
work because sometimes the heater blows 
out cold air, so you better hope that you don’t 
get a seat next to the supposed “heater.” 

Only source of heat
Paige Morgan
Flash Staff Reporter

Photo: http://www.mctcampus.com/

Photo: Mary Plunkett
Caught in a simulated hall sweep Paige Haney is  
swept into the Large Group Instruction room.
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and the person you’re giving the stock to can 
earn money over time. 
   If you’re really low on cash and want 
something a bit more personal, make 
something. Do you want to give something 

to someone with a love for food 
or food to someone you love 
(They do say the quickest way 
to a man’s stomach is food!)? 
Make your own special snack 
mix with pretzels, popcorn, 
cheese crackers, and nuts. Make 
a hot chocolate mix with cocoa, 
powdered milk and vanilla, 
sugar and marshmallows.
   If you wish to make it fancy-
schmancy, design a snowman 
with the ingredients. If you feel 
creative, buy a simple picture 
frame and fabric paint or pens, 
and create a personalized photo 

frame featuring you and a friend. Gi"  cards to 
their favorite stores are always a penny saver 
as well, and everyone always appreciates 
them. If all else fails, you run out of money, or 
you just can’t think of anything despite all the 
ideas you were just given…a joyful “Merry 
Christmas” or “Happy Holidays” always 
does the trick too.

  WNIC has begun playing Christmas music, 
snow is falling and every other commercial 
is about Christmas. You know what that 
means; the holidays are right 
around the corner.   Which 
means crammed malls, no 
free parking spaces and your 
wallets not remembering how 
they got so skinny. With our 
economic situation, everyone 
is tight on cash and still have 
many people to buy presents 
for.
   So how do you get so many 
gi" s with not as much cash? 
Shop smart, budget, and 
the magic # ve-le$ er word: 
SALES. The internet isn’t just 
for MySpace and Facebook 
so hop on Amazon.com or Overstock.com. 
These types of online shops sometimes o% er 
free shipping, saving you some green. If you 
don’t want to go online, give the gi"  that 
keeps on giving—no, not the common cold. 
Amazingly, stocks are good investments that 
make great gi" s. A simple stock such as The 
Gap or Blockbuster can range between &1-&10, 

Helpful Holiday Hints
Sam Campbell
Flash Staff Reporter

Last minute holiday shopping tips for last minute shoppers 

Photo: Thaddeus Jurkowski

Caitlyn Wackrow

Flash Staff Reporter 

Gi !s!for!Girls!(friends,!!
acquaintances,!sisters!etc.)!:
- The Shemergency Kit-   &20.00-
wishing# sh.com
   - A manicure/pedicure
   - Anything from Bath and Body 
Works
   - Apples to Apples
   - Mad Gab from less than &10 to 
&25
   - A gi"  for their pet
   - New earrings at Claire’s less 
than &10

Sentimental!Gi !s
   - Scrapbook
   - Friendship bracelet 
   - Photo calendar
   - Mixed CD
   - A clever coupon book
   - A knit sweater

Gi !s!for!Guys!(friends,!
acquaintances,!brothers,!etc.)!:
   - Tickets to “The Game”

   - A violent video game
   - Movies
   - Drum set
   - Guitar Hero on Tour
   - Cologne
   - Body wash
   - Rock ‘em Sock ‘em Robots

Gi !s!for!Dad:
   - Tie
   - Cologne
   - Wallet
   - Movies
   - Gi"  card to Best Buy
   - Sweater
   - Slippers

Gi !s!for!Mom:
   - Inspirational novels
   - Perfume
   - Earrings
 - Bath and Body Works Gi"  
Card
   - A coupon book to clean the
 house, watch your brother etc. 

Leaders in the making

Explore over 80 undergraduate, master's, and
doctoral programs in Colleges of Architecture
and Design, Arts and Sciences, Engineering, 
and Management.

You get morethan just theories
and equations at Lawrence Tech. You're exposed to the tools and
practical experience you'll need to realize your dreams.

The goal is simple:To prepare you to not only compete within your
profession, but to lead it.

Lawrence Technological University   
Office of Admissions   
21000 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, MI 48075-1058   
800.CALL.LTU · admissions@ltu.edu · ltu.edu
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On opening night, the lines for this year’s fall play, 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, went from the 
front doors of the auditorium all the way to the back 
of the Fra’ Café and around the corner. Students, 
parents and family members chatted amongst 
themselves anxiously, ready to see what is rumored 
to be the best fall production FHS has ever seen.  The 
rumors are absolutely true. 
   Director Nick Denault does it again with a great 
kick-off to the upcoming Christmas season.  John 
Hoopingarner, starring as a bitter, Christmas-hating 
Ebenezer Scrooge, puts on an excellent performance 
portraying Scrooge as Dickens wrote him to be. The 
turnout was absolutely huge, making this one of 
FHS’s biggest shows ever.
   “We were very surprised at how many people came 
to the show, especially during the second week,” said 
sernior Aimee Murdoch, who plays Mrs. Cratchit.
   Other leads include Josh Coates as Bob Cratchit, 

Adam Muns as Jacob Marley, Brianna 
Shahly as the Ghost of Christmas Past, 
Leanne Zavsa as Ghost of Christmas 
Present, and Jarred Small as the Ghost of 
Christmas Future.
   All of these leads gave a solid 10 in 
their performance and played very true 
to the story. Denault never fails to throw 
in special effects including wicked stage, 
lighting and sound effects. This year there 
were fog machines, strobe lights, echo 
machines, even stilts# These effects never 
fail to give an already-spectacular play a 
major boost. 
   The cast as a whole did a fantastic job, 
the sets and effects were fantastic, and we 
hope to see even more success with the 
spring musical Suessical: The Musical. 
The FHS theatre department never ceases 
to impress, and A Christmas Carol is no 
exception. God bless us, everyone, FHS 
theatre has done it again#
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A Christmas Carol kicks off the holidays
Sam Campbell
Flash Staff Reporter

Granger creates Big Sib, Little Sib 
High School students take time to hang out with younger kids.

   A very Merry Unbirthday, to me. 
To you? To me. Oh, you.
   Fraser’s new Big Sib, Li$ le 
Sib program celebrated their 
Unbirthdays at their # rst event on 
December 5, the organizers actual 
birthday. The event was held in the 
Richards Middle School cafeteria 

from 6pm-8pm. Noel Granger  
working with co-chair Emily Shor$ , 
has created a program that will not 
only help the community but will 
help show the true character of 
Fraser students. 
   “It will help give the kids a di% erent 
person to look up to. I’ve had single 
mothers telling me that this will 

Veronica Kieffer 
Editor-in-Chief

help create a positive male 
# gure in their child’s life,”senior 
Noel Granger said. 
   There are 39 male and female 
students signed up to be big sibs. 
Granger sent out ' yers to all of the 
Fraser elementary kids and ended 
up with 46 li$ le sibs.
   Granger hatched the idea last year, 
and her vision was put in motion this 

Big Sibs and Little Sibs take time out of playing games to take a group photo. 
Photo: Emily Burcar

The Christmas Carol cast puts on a spectacular performance open-
ing night, and John Hoopingarner takes center stage as the notori-
ous Scrooge. John did the elaborate make up to transform himself 
into his character every night.  Look forward to Seussical the Mu-
sical the spring musical production slated to take the stage March 
21 * 22, and 27 * 28. 
Photo: Sielo%  Studios

   A virtually unknown e% ort is 
going on with some of the Fraser 
Sta% . The local AFSCME 38-46 
union of Cafeteria, Bus Drivers, 
and Custodians conducted, for the 
15th year in a row, their own less 
publicized can drive. 
   The cans are either purchased 
by the Union, Union members, 
or donated by students and sta%  
through the dance held annually 
every December at Richards Middle 
School. 
   On Friday, December 19 the food is 
sorted by student council members 
along with the Union members and 
their families. On Saturday around 
8:30 a.m. the # nishing touches are 
put on the can sorting, and they 
are put into baskets to be delivered. 
Many baskets are picked up by the 
families, but those who can’t stop 
by get the baskets delivered to them 
around. 
   About # " y Fraser families are 
fed by these nearly unrecognized 
labors. Though people working 
to feed these families don’t get to 
really know the families they’re 
helping, they still feel what they’re 
doing makes a di% erence. 
   “Sometimes it’s very emotional, 
when you walk into a house that 
has very, very, li$ le and they show 
happiness to see you come in but it 
is heart-wrenching at times,” Fraser 
High School Head Custodian Dan 
Hogan said. 
   Even though the students, cafeteria 
sta% , bus drivers, custodians, and 
the families who lend a hand request 
li$ le to no recognition for their help 
they de# nitely deserve it. 

year when she entered Independent 
Study with Mrs. Scopas. 
   “This is the most independent 
of independent studies I’ve had, 
she came in knowing what she 
wanted to do and did it,” Activities 
Director, Nancy Scopas said. 
   The theme of the night was 
Unbirthday but the room was split 
in two. Kindergarten through third 
grade played Dr. Seuss activities 
such as a coloring contest, pin the 
tail on the cat, foot book game, and 
# shing for prizes. Fourth through 
sixth grade played games named 
animal relay, animal check-up, and 
the balloon game. Every game was 
homemade along with cra" s and 
treats. Each li$ le sib got a book to 
read for their Unbirthday present. 
There was also cake for everyone to 
share! 
   This is the # rst of three more 
events for the program. The second 
will be held in February with the 
theme Winter Olympics and the 
third in March themed Around the 
World in a Night. 
   Granger is helping to create 
a positive image for Fraser 
students while at the same time 
accomplishing and pulling o%  great 
events.
   “I’m very proud of her; Emily 
and her have done a very good 
job. I think it’s a really good for all 
the children in our community,” 
Granger’s mom, Becky Granger, 
said.

Staff 
members 
donate to 
can food 
drive
Caitlyn Wackrow
Flash Staff Reporter
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What’s!your!bands!name,!and!what!kind!of!
music!do!you!play?
   I’m in a band called “Earth Engine”… The 
name wasn’t my idea; it was the keyboardist/
bassist, John Raleeh’s. I sing and I might also 
be playing bass on a few songs. Our music 
is too varied to really be pigeonholed. One 

minute we might be playing a 70’s inspired 
funk groove, and the next we could be in the 
middle of a 7/4 time prog-rock epic. Even still, 
when you hear any of these things or anything 
between it, you’ll still be able to hear it and 
recognize that Earth Engine is playing it.

How!has!music!in"!uenced!your!life?
   It would be really cliché to say something 
like “music is my life”, and it might also be a 
li$ le false. I do spend a lot of my time writing 
music, but, my world doesn’t revolve around 
it. People in' uence my life more than music 
does; and it’s apparent in my music.

What!can!we!expect!from!you!in!the!future?
   Our promoters have been ge$ ing us 
great shows lately, and we’ll be booking 
increasingly more. Musical professions are an 
uncertain thing, but we’re all con# dent in our 
ability to make this a successful one.

Where! can! we! #!nd! your! music,! or! contact!
you?
   If you’re a real band, then you are most 
likely really broke. We should be scraping up 
enough money to record an EP soon. Until 
then, you can # nd our music where it is best 
experienced: at venues all over Southeastern 
Michigan, from The Majestic to the Emerald 
Theatre to The Crofoot and everywhere 
in between. You can contact us through 
our MySpace page (www.myspace.com/
earthengineband) to check all our upcoming 
dates.

MATT ROMANSKI:
THE ARTIST

JESSE SPEELMAN:
THE PHOTOGRAPHER

SHANE DEVUONO: 
THE DESIGNER 

   Well I got into photography about two years 
ago as a hobby, but now my life almost runs 
around it. Everyday I’m shooting something, 
and I actually have been doing a photo-
journal where I take a new picture everyday. 
I have about 40 or so days le"  in the year. 
My camera is always with me, and when 
I’m home I’m always working on pictures.

   Right now I really do all kinds of di% erent 
photography. I’m into taking pictures 
of people. In that type of work, you can 
capture a lot of emotion. I also like to take 
pictures of buildings: particularly, old 
abandoned buildings. Fancy new buildings 
are interesting, but gigantic broken down 
factories and warehouses have something 
about them. You can imagine what they 
once were when you’re inside them. That’s 
why I like taking pictures of them. I want 
to show other people what they’re like, and 
try to capture the feel you get inside of them.

   When I’m doing band work I either do 
live pictures (taken at one of their shows) 
or promotional pictures (for band websites, 
album artwork, magazines, and stu%  like 
that). It’s fun, but bands can be tough. 
They usually show up late, have no idea 
what they want, and waste time goo# ng 

How!has!photography!in"!uenced!your!life?

What!kind!of!photography!do!you!do,!and!
why?

You! work! with! bands! frequently,! what! do!
you!usually!do!for!them,!and!what’s! it! like!
working!for!them?

around. Sometimes it can be hard ge$ ing 
them to focus. It’s always fun, though. 

   I’m hoping to set up my own personal 
website. Right now I work for a music media 
website called webzine called Can’t Stop the 
Sound. We do interviews, album reviews, live 
photography, and things like that. I’d like to 
shoot for a newspaper or a larger publication 
in time. College starts soon, so I’m sure I’ll 
be learning a lot more in the next few years.

Where!can!we!#!nd!your!work,!or!contact!you?
www.!"!ickr.!com/jessespeelman

What!can!we!expect!from!you!in!the!future?

Why!did!you!decide!to!start!making!
clothes?
   I’ve always been interested in it. Making 
clothes just seemed like the right thing to 
do. If I found something I can do and like, 
why not make money o%  of it? The name is 
Headline Apparel. 

How!has!fashion!and!design!in"!uenced!
your!life?
   Designing clothes has provided me with an 
interesting and fun job. Overall, it has given 
me an outlook on what I might want to do in 
the future. 

What!can!we!expect!from!you!in!the!future?
In the future I would like to get a bigger 
group of buyers. I also want to sell at Warped 
Tour sometime soon. If I make it there, I can 
get bands from all over supporting Headline 
Apparel, which will open up even more 
possibilities. 

!!!Where!can!we!#!nd!your!clothing,!or!
contact!you?
To contact Headline, you can either talk to 
me personally or go to www.myspace.com/
headlineapparel. 

STUDENTS WITH DRIVE
Fraser students are taking the initiative in working towards their futures.
STUDENTS WITH DRIVE
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STUDENTS WITH DRIVE

LEANNE ZAVSZA:
THE ARTIST

Where!are!you!going!to!school!and!for!what!
sport?
   I will be a$ ending Central Michigan 
University, and will be playing football there.

How!long!have!you!been!playing,!and!how!
has!it!in"!uenced!your!life?
   I have been playing football for seven years. 
Football has in' uenced my life greatly. It has 
taught me about se$ ing goals and working 
until I accomplish them.

Did!you!see!sports!becoming!a!big!part! in!
your!life?
    I didn’t think football would be a big part of 
my life until sophomore year when colleges 
started talking to me about playing football 
at the next level. 

Where!do!you!see!yourself!in!four!years?
   In four years I either see myself preparing 
for the NFL dra"  or preparing for my senior 
year of football. Depending on if I get red 
shirted or not.

What!skills!are!you!going! to!bring! to!your!
college!team?
   I am an extremely hard worker; I like to 
push myself and other people to their limits. I 
can also pass block and run block well. I really 
hope to be one of the best players they have, 
and my work ethic will be second to none.

JON CZERWIENSKI:
THE ATHLETE

! ! !Music has been a part of my life for as 
long as I can remember. For me it’s a release 
from reality. When I’m singing, or even just 
listening to music, it’s like I’m untouchable. 
It’s been such a positive impact on my life and 
I don’t know where I would be without it.

   Mostly R*B, Alicia Keys type stu% . 
Mainly because it’s soulful without being 
so gospel. By singing this type of music 
I’m able to put just as much passion 
into my voice without going overboard.

   It was kind of a spur of the moment thing 
at the time. My friends and I were hanging 
out and one of them told Dejuan, my friend 
who also records, that I could sing. He 
wanted to hear me sing, so I sang on one 
of his songs, then we started collaborating 
on my own song, Love Storm. Ever since 
then it’s just been apart of my routine.

! ! !Well, right now I’ve only recorded a few 
songs because I’ve been really busy with the 
play, A Christmas Carol. So, currently there 
is no name for the demo but a few songs that 
are will be on it are called Love Storm, and 
Video Made Me A Radio Star. Everything 
should be hopefully put together in the 

How!has!music!in"!uenced!your!life?

What!kind!of!music!are!you!recording,!and!
why?

Why! did! you! decide! to! take! the! initiative!
and!start!recording?

Does! your! demo! have! a! name,! and! when/
where!can!we!#!nd!it?

next couple of months. But for right now, 
Love Storm is currently up on my music 
myspace: h$!p://www.myspace.com/zavszal

   Well, music has and will forever be a huge 
part of my life, and I can’t think of anything 
else I’d rather do with my life. Hopefully I’ll 
make my voice heard, and I’ll be able to make 
a career out of this!
MySpace.com! -! leanne! zavsza! -! CLINTON!
TOWNSHIP,! Michigan! -! R&B! -! www.
myspace.com/zavszal

What!can!we!expect!from!you!in!the!future?

What!school!are!you!a$!ending!!and!for!what!
sport?
   I’m a$ ending Spring Arbor University in the 
fall for basketball. 

How!long!have!you!been!playing,!and!how!
has!it!in"!uenced!your!life?
   I’ve been playing since I entered 6th grade. 
I moved into the Fraser district and started 
playing to # t in with the rest of the boys. 
It has taken over my life since then. I play 
basketball and li"  weights for our season six 
days a week. 

Where!do!you!see!yourself!in!four!years?
   I see myself about to graduate college a" er 
four years of playing basketball for my college 
team. I plan on having a good, high-paying 
job lined up with a major corporation. 

What!skills!are!you!going! to!bring! to!your!
college!team?
   I’m going to bring hard work and dedication 
to the team.

MATT CARDEN: 
THE ATHLETE 

STUDENTS WITH DRIVE

All photos/graphics/interviews: Veronica Kieffer

What!will!you!miss!most!about!high!school!
football?
! ! ! The thing I will miss most of all about 
high school football will be my teammates. 
They were a bunch of great guys who made 
everyday fun. Whether it was playing balls 
in the air before practice or our endzone 
celebration contest. It’s going to be hard 
leaving guys I’m comfortable playing with 
and going to a college team where I don’t 
know  anyone.

The Flash Volume 49 Issue 4.indb   7 1/29/2009   4:23:08 PM



entertainment8
http://my.highschooljournalism.org/mi/fraser/fhs/

   “When you can live forever, 
what do you live for?” This is the 
advertising slogan for the movie 
Twilight, released on November 
21. 
    When Bella Swan moves from 
sunny Phoenix, 
Arizona to 
the tiny town 
of Forks, 
Washington, the 
rainiest place in 
the continental 
U.S., to live with 
her father she 
expects it to be 
a boring ordeal.
    Little does she 
know that really 
she’s in for the 
adventure of 
her life. 
    There she 
meets an 
i n h u m a n l y 
beautiful family 
named the 
Cullens, and 
in particular a 
beautiful boy 
named Edward. 
    Edward seems 
untouchable at 
first and tries to 
stay away from 
Bella. But after 
he saves her from 
being crushed by a van, deflecting 
it with his hand and leaving dents 
in the side, Bella demands some 
answers. 
    She learns that the Cullens 
really are about as inhuman as it’s 

possible to be. They’re actually 
a family of vampires, but they 
differ from others of their kind, 
living only on the blood of animals 
instead of human blood. 
    As time goes on, an unlikely 
romance sparks between Bella, a 

typical human girl, and Edward, a 
beautiful vampire boy. 
    But this puts Bella directly in the 
line of danger from other vampires 
whose feeding habits aren’t as 
“civilized” as the Cullens’. 
    Based on the book by author 

Stephenie Meyer (who actually 
makes a small appearance in the 
movie), the Twilight movie is sure 
to be an instant classic. It holds 
appeal for diehard Twilight Saga 
fans and also those new to the 
series. 

    The romance and relatable down 
to earth main character is a draw-
in for girls across the world and 
the action-packed fight scenes are 
exciting for the boys. 
    It also has a killer soundtrack 
featuring Paramore, Muse, Linkin 
Park, and “Edward” himself, 
Robert Pattinson.
   “The music fit so well in the 
baseball part. It was almost exactly 
like the book,” said junior Julie 
Gallo.
    The movie surprisingly stayed 
pretty true to the book, which is 
unusual but a definite plus. A lot of 
the lines in the movie were nearly 
direct quotes from the book, and 
most of the book’s most well-known 
phrases were in there as well.
    Fans of the book will notice that a 
few new things were added in too, 
but they add comic relief to the 
movie. 
    An example of this would be 
when Charlie (Bella’s Dad and 

police chief of Forks) gives Bella a 
can of pepper spray to keep with 
her, and makes sure she has it 
when she goes on her first official 
date with Edward. 
   “I loved everything about 
Twilight. The movie came along 

great considering 
the fact that they 
had to cram a 500 
page book into a 
two hour movie. 
All of the main 
parts were there 
that had made 
the story come to 
life,” sophomore 
Sammy Jay Cullen. 
said.
    In addition, a 
few things were 
left out as is to 
be expected 
in any novel-
based movie. In 
the book, when 
Edward first takes 
Bella to his home 
he tells her the 
story of when he 
was changed by 
Carlisle (his sort of 
foster father), and 
Carlisle’s story as 
well. In the movie, 
it differs a little bit 
because they show 
some of Edwards’s 

story, but none of Carlisle’s. 
   Also, some characters in the book 
are somewhat combined in the 
movie. The character of Eric in the 
movie is a sort of combination of 
him and Ben, Angela’s boyfriend in 
the books. Also Jessica in the movie 
has a little bit of the character 
Lauren from the book.  
   One left out scene that upset fans 
was the scene in the book where 
Bella passes out in Biology from the 
smell of blood and Edward carries 
her to the nurse’s office and then 
takes her home. This was a key 
scene in showing the developing 
sparks between Bella and Edward 
and it was disappointing that it was 
not included in the movie.  
   All in all though, the movie was 
a good representation of Twilight.  
Fans should be content knowing 
that even if they dislike the movie, 
there’s always the well-loved book 
to return to.

Twilight: Movie with a bite
The new phenomenon swipes across America, cutting its competition in half
Angie Lupo
Flash Staff Reporter

Twilight Facts
*   Over 5,000 actors audi-
tioned for the role of Ed-
ward

*   With a $70.6 million 
debut gross, the movie had 
the top debut ever for a 
film directed by one wom-
an (as of 2008)

*   The actors who played 
vampires needed to be 
pale, so it was written into 
their contracts that they 
had to stay out of the sun

*   Robert Pattinson stated 
in an interview that this is 
his first American role and 
he had no formal training 
to perfect his American 
accent

*   The author of the origi-
nal books can be seen next 
to a laptop ordering a veg-
etarian salad in the diner at 
the beginning of the scene 
where Charlie asks Bella if 
she likes the boys in town

*   Black Line Media claims 
New Moon will come out 
late 2009 or late 2010

All information from IMDB.
com

Photo: Summit Entertainment

Photo: Summit Entertainment

Photo: Summit Entertainment
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It’s quite challenging to 
interview an interviewer. What 
kinds of questions do you ask that 
would be fascinating or interesting 
to a man who interviews the 
world’s biggest celebrities?  Well, 
I may not be quite up to par as the 
interviewer, but my interviewee, 
Ben Lyons is NOTHING short of 
fascinating and interesting.
   Over the summer, I ran into 
Lyons at the Toronto Film Festival 
and he promised me an interview.  
A couple months later I e-mailed 
him, and as a man true to his word, 
he e-mailed me back.  After a 
series of e-mails full of interesting 
thoughts, here are some things 
Lyons had to say.  Among 
numerous things, most may know 
that Lyons is an E! Personality 
with a trademark segment on The 
Daily 10 called The Lyons Den.  On 
the show, he reviews movies and 
sits down with the celebrities to 
discuss their films.     
   It’s his job to get the scoop about 
everybody else, so I decided to 
get the scoop on this New York 
native!  We discussed everything 
from work, his connection to 
Michigan, Scrabble, and “dudes 
with fedoras.”
   Lyons’s father, Jeffrey Lyons 
and grandfather, Leonard 
Lyons, have worked in the 
Entertainment Industry, but 
Lyons said he never felt pressure 
to follow in their footsteps.  “I 
just   love movies and  the 
entertainment industry fascinates 

me, so I ran with it,” Lyons said.
   The entertainment industry is 
constantly changing and so is Lyons’ 
job.   For Lyons, a ‘normal’ day is 
really not a normal day.  “Every 
day is different,” Lyons said, “from 
screening movies, to traveling    
for shoots to shooting here in 
LA.  I come across new people, 
new ideas and new experiences 
constantly.”  Lyons 
considers himself lucky 
that he isn’t sitting 
behind a desk for 8 
hours.  It just simply isn’t 
his cup of tea.
   Lyons is truly 
passionate about what 
he does,  so he shared 
the ups and downs of 
his daily routine.  Lyons’ 
favorite part about his 
job is seeing a film one 
night and then receiving 
the opportunity to sit 
down and chat with the 
cast and filmmakers.  
His favorite people to 
interview are British 
actors because they are 
usually far more candid 
and less guarded than 
others.  As for the worst 
part about his job?
   “Enduring dozens and dozens 
of terrible, pointless movies each 
and every year.  Life is only so 
short,” Lyons said.
 Fortunately for Lyons, 
sitting down with the cast and 
filmmakers makes for some 
really interesting stories.
   In second grade, Lyon’s 
began to take guitar lessons and 

continued through high school.
   “For the first half of my rock 
star years, my guitar teacher 
was named Marty Burman.  
Mr.Burman turned out to be Ben 
Affleck’s Uncle, married to his 
mother’s sister,” Lyons said.
   Years later, Lyons had his 
first encounter with Affleck 
during their interview for the 

movie “Gone Baby Gone.”
   Lyons asked Affleck if he was 
the accomplished guitarist that 
Marty Burman was.  Affleck ended 
the interview laughing in tears.  
Lyons recalls Affleck lingering 
in the room awhile and laughing 
at what a small world it is.
   Before moving out to LA, he 
attended a couple of semesters 

Get to know Ben
Movie? Just one? Arrg…my favorite 
recently is Slumdog Millionaire

T.V. Show? Beverly Hills 90210 (the 
original) and The Fresh Prince

Music Artist/Band?
-The Notorious BIG and The Wu 
Tang Clan to name a few…

Vacation Spot?
-Orient Point, Long Island NY

Sport?
-NBA Basketball

Pet peeves?
-Fedoras and “not voting”

Restaurant?
-La Caridad on 78th and Broadway

at the University of Michigan.  
Lyons said  his favorite part 
about his time in Michigan 
was the friends he made.
   His time at U of M may have 
prepared him for his future 
academically, but after meeting 
Lyons, it was easy to see that along 
with his brains, he is an extremely 
determined individual.  He 

considers his greatest 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t 
to be a part of the 
entertainment industry.
   “You fight so hard 
for so long to get your 
foot in the door, and 
you do so much that 
goes unnoticed, so 
when you finally do get 
established, every day 
you feel honored to be 
a part of this industry.  
Just to be working 
in the business, in 
any capacity, is an 
accomplishment unto 
itself,” Lyons said.
   While Lyons has found 
his niche in the industry, 
he credits his family for 
their help and support.  
Lyons said he looks 
up to his parents who 

taught him about honesty, loyalty, 
and focus and his sister “for her 
passion, and in turn compassion.”
   The words “have fun” and “be 
yourself” are two phrases that 
Lyons lives by.  Lyons said he 
has heard those words so many 
times from so many people.
   “We all have…but maybe 
we have because it actually 

Sarah Politis 
Flash Contributing Reporter

The tables turn: Interview with Ben Lyons 
works,” Lyons reflected.
   Lyons received advice 
about his career, and in return 
offered some to others who are 
interested in a similar career. 
   “Know what you are comfortable 
with, and what’s not in your 
wheelhouse.  If you don’t like 
Pets, don’t host a show with 
animals.  If you don’t like 
sports, don’t be a sportscaster.  
It’s that simple,” Lyons said.
   He may bump elbows with 
celebrities and work on red 
carpets, but Lyons is a normal, 
good-hearted guy.  He is 
determined to keep the world 
clean and safe by what many of 
us would call, “going green”.
   “Besides trying to be aware and 
conscious   of my own energy usage, 
I work with an organization in 
Hollywood called HBT,” Lyons said.
   The Hollywood Beautification 
Team works in the Hollywood 
area to take care of the 
environment by planting trees 
and cleaning up schools.
   To escape the stress of 
everyday Lyons enjoys playing 
scrabble against himself 
with and an old movie on.  
   “How 85 years old of 
me is that,” Lyons asked. 
   I had no comment.
   Movie critic.  Television 
personality.  Scrabble genius… 
and one last title Ben Lyons can 
add to his resume…MASTER OF 
ALL!  In the words of Ben Lyons, 
“do something because you love 
it.”

Sarah Politis and Ben Lyons snap a quick picture before entering 

the Toronto Film Festival. 
Photo: J.J. Politis

   The best time of the year has 
arrived, so decorate the tree, bake 
the cookies, and pop a Christmas 
classic in the DVD player. Obviously 
the decorations and shopping get 
us all in the Christmas mood, but 
year after year, we can always 
count on our favorite Christmas 
movies to do the job. Everybody 
knows that it just isn’t Christmas 
without these necessary movies. 
   “Christmas movies are so 
great because they show the real 
meaning of family, and what a 
family should be. It also shows the 
true Christmas spirit,” freshman 
Dylan Thrift said. 
   There is just something about 

Christmas classics bring on holiday cheer
Amanda Prekaj
Flash Staff Reporter

watching the classics that make 
us smile with anticipation for 
Christmas morning to arrive.    The 
long list of holiday classic movies 
includes “A Christmas Carol,” 
“Frosty the Snowman,” “Miracle on 
34th Street,” the kid friendly “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas,” of 
course, the favorite among many 
“A Christmas Story,” and many 
more. 
   “Precious Moments Christmas 
is my favorite Christmas movie 
because it is relaxing and low key,” 
math teacher Sharon Stoos said. “It 
isn’t a dramatic tear-jerker, it is 
just calming.”
   These movies have a way of 
warming our hearts and somehow 
make us even more eager for 

Christmas to come. They have 
a lighthearted and innocent 
approach and always remind us of 
the true meaning of Christmas. 
   Something about these classics 
make everything that much more 
exciting. Even if you watch “Santa 
Clause” or “How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas” in August, they just make 
you want it to be December. Even 
if the packed malls, icy roads, and 
freezing weather makes you hate 
the holidays, there is no denying 
that after watching a Christmas 
classic, you automatically wish it 
were December 25. 
   “My favorite is A Christmas Story. 
It is just straight up the greatest 
Christmas movie ever,” senior 
Shane Williams said. 

   These classic movies are just 
essential in having a complete 
Christmas. Let’s just face it; the 
infamous line of “fragile” in “A 
Christmas Story” just makes 
Christmas even better. 

Photo: mctcampus.com
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Fraser gives back for  the holidays

   The season of giving is upon us, and 
now is the time for students to help out 
members of the community!  Students can 
help by being an angel for the Giving Tree. 
   The Giving Trees 
are located in the 
media center and 
in the lunch room.  
Hundreds of tags 
are found on the 
branches of the trees.  
Each tag has an item 
on it that is on a 
wish list from a child 
in the community.  
The items are 
inexpensive and 
easy to purchase.  
Gifts range from 
hats to jackets to toys.  
   “No matter how 
many kids we have each year, it always 
works out that every tag is taken,” Mrs. 
Scopas, the student council adviser, said. 
   Student council sponsors the Giving Tree.  
Members of student council stay after school 
to sort all of the presents.  Other clubs and 
organizations help donate items for the Giving 
Tree as well.  These groups include The Book 
Club, HOSA, National Honor Society, and 
various sports teams.  Some seminar classes 

collect money and donate items as well. 
   The Giving Tree is an anonymous way to 
help those in need in our community.  This 
year, there are 92 children in our community 
that are a part of the Giving Tree.  Each child 

receives at least 
five presents.  
So it necessary 
to collect as 
many presents 
as possible. 
   “Even with all of 
the children, and 
sometimes extra 
children, all of the 
tags are always 
taken,” Scopas 
said.  “Our school 
is full of angels 
that take care of 
these children 

in the holiday season.”   
   Even though times are tough, it 
feels good to be a Giving Tree angel.  
Donations help someone in our 
community have a wonderful holiday.  
   “The Giving Tree is a really nice way of 
helping out the community and a good way to 
help out in the giving season,” junior Brandon 
Walters, a student council member, said.  
   Be sure to stop by the media center 
or lunch room and grab a tag or two!

How to be an angel 

1. Select a card from the 
media center.

2. Print your name and 
seminar room number on 
one copy and give it to 
someone who works in the 

media center.

3. Keep one copy for 
yourself.

4. Purchase the item on the 
tag.  Turn in the unwrapped 
item and tag into room 1813 
no later than December 10.

5. If possible, place the gift 
in a box.

6. Smile!  You helped 
someone have a happy 

holiday!

Lauren Rose
Flash Staff Reporter

The Giving Tree stands proudly in the library.
Photo : Veronica Kieffer

Tags hang from the Giving Tree.
Photo : Veronica Kieffer

   It all started out with the freshman seminars, 
link crew, and student council cramming into 
the auditorium. Everyone was expecting 
a concert, but no one was expecting the 
group that came out. Breathing Underwater, 
a four member band rocked the stage, with 
great excitement for fighting the war against 
hunger. 
   They came 
to Fraser as 
a part of the 
Rock 4 Hunger 
Tour. The tour 
travels around 
to high schools 
to spread 
the message 
about hunger. 
It also happens 
that this very 
tour is where 
the band got 
its start. Lead 
singer Snake 
and guitar 
player Johnny 
August started 
the band back 
in high school, 
but it wasn’t 
until drummer 
Eddie Kurtainz 
and bass 
player Mick 
Nelson joined 
that the band 
complete. 
   “The final 
pieces of the 
puzzle and 
we become 
the official 
“ B r e a t h i n g 
Underwater,” 
the band said. 
   Beside spending time on hobbies like 
modeling or snowboarding, the band has 
grown as a band on the tour. The Rock 
4 Hunger Tour has become such a great 
success that the bands involved hope 
to take it across the United States. While 
on tour, each band that sells products 
such as t-shirts, CD’s, or any other band 
paraphernalia raises money. For every $3 
made, one meal is sent to a person in need. 
Although the group is only 6 dates into the 
tour, Breathing Underwater has delivered 
enough donations to Gleaner’s food bank 
for over 800 meals. 
   “It’s hard to say if there is a final end goal 
amount, because we don’t ever want to stop 
helping,” the band said.

   Sure many people haven’t heard of this 
band originating for cities around Detroit, 
but they are growing in popularity. BUW had 
their song “Rain Clouds” played on MTV’s 
Room Raiders and Exiled. Their song “Lady 
Jane” was also a 9 time champion on 89x’s 
People’s Choice. Simply by helping the 
cause the band is having a blast becoming 
famous. 
   “We love what we do- there’s a lot to look 

forward to more 
than coming to 
school like Fraser 
and having an 
absolute blast 
with you guys,” 
BUW said. “We 
loving using our 
band and the 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
we’ve been given 
to help such a great 
cause –Feeding 
the hungry.” 
   The girls at the 
concert were 
screaming their 
lungs out at the 
heartthrobs and 
the boys were also 
engaged in the 
music. The four 
band members 
were not shy at 
all about signing 
arms, legs, 
shirts, and even 
answering very 
risky questions 
such as boxers or 
briefs?
   “Boxers… Maybe 
sometimes Boxer 
Briefs… And 

sometimes… Well 
let’s just say there’s 
one guy in the band 

who forgets his boxers all together at times,” 
the band responded, holding nothing back. 
 By the end of the concert, the fans rushed 
the stage and a few brave souls even joined 
the boys on stage. Breathing Underwater sat 
in the Fra Café after the concert was over and 
caused a huge frenzy, but the entire band 
kept saying was “thank you”. The modest 
band is reaching new levels with influences 
like Beatles, Oasis, Queen, and Coldplay. 
   Breathing Underwater members had 
one thing to say about Frasers 14,000 cans 
collected, “That’s awesome! We got a quick 
peek into your food room and we were 
beyond impressed! You guys really know 
how to make a difference!” 

Breathing Underwater rocks 4 hunger

Cherie Dupure
Editor-In-Chief

Breathing Underwater preforms for the hunger bene! t during 
seminar. 
Photo: Bryanna Lanier

A giving tree is set up in the library for families to send anonymous gifts.Band visits Fraser to raise money against hunger.
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Girls volleyball serves it up and takes districts

   Fraser High is keeping the tradi-
tion alive. For # " een years in a row 
our girls volleyball team has rocked 
the court to hold their title as dis-
trict champs.
   “We lost in regionals but with the 
talent we had the girls could have 
made it further but L’Anse Creuse 
played really well against us,” As-
sistant Coach Lauren Gille$ i said. 
   With tough competitors like 
Marysville and L’Anse Creuse, the 
girls came out and gave what they 
could this season to make it as far as 
they did. The girls played in seven 
tournaments and did well. Most 
of the tournaments were located 
on the west side of the state which 
typically is home to the best teams 
in Michigan.
   “When you’re at tournament you 
get a lot more playing time, you 
have breaks where you bond with 

your team which makes you clos-
er,” junior Natalie Regener said.
   The coaches and the girls set high 
goals for the season and accom-
plished a lot.
   “We could have played be$ er in 
the Regional game but it was a huge 
accomplishment winning districts,” 
Regener said.
   The team is losing some valu-
able players next year but with 
the upcoming young talent Fraser 
has nothing to worry about. Some 
players already stated goals for next 
year.
   “Just have a winning season, win 
districts again, win the MAC and 
try for states” Regener said.
   This year senior Julie Sanders was 
the team’s Most Valuable Player 
she also took a variety of awards. 
Senior Kelsey Kelly was awarded 
All County honorable mention and 
sophomore Cassy Kelly was second 
team All County, All Conference, 
and All League.

Ashley Malczewski
Flash Staff Reporter

Girls Varsity 
Basketball off 
to a good start
Nick Neamonitis
Flash Staff Reporter

   It’s the start of a new season and 
the Lady Ramblers are back and 
ready to trample their opponents. 
A" er # nishing and outstanding 
season with a record of 18-6, the 
team moved along and went on to 
regionals. Unfortunately, the team 
took a turn for the worst and ended 
up ge$ ing bumped out of the tour-
nament which put their season to 
an end.
   This was an upset to the whole 
team as well as the fans but now it’s 
a new year and the team is amped 
up for the start of the season and 
ready to stampede onto the court.
   “Our team has very high expec-
tations and we are hoping to ful# ll 
them this year.” Sophomore Han-
nah Howell said.
   The teams # rst game was at home 
against Fitzgerald High on Decem-
ber 2. Fraser came out on top with a 
# nal score of 62 to 36.
    Even with the new players that 
took over spots le"  by last years de-
parted seniors. The Lady Ramblers 
lead by coach Dave Kuppe commu-
nicated well and played an excel-
lent game.
   “This season has started o%  very 
strong,” Howell said, “We have all 
played together so we know how to 
work plays o%  each other.”

Fraser girls huddle up to rally each other to another victory.
Photo: Sieloff Studios

The Flash Volume 49 Issue 4.indb   11 1/29/2009   4:23:27 PM



Boys Varsity Basketball
December 16 — 7:30 vs Warren Woods 
Tower
December 18 — 7pm @ Clintondale 
December 29 — 7:30 pm vs Chippewa 
Valley @ Chippewa Valley Tournament 
December 30   — 6pm vs Dakota @ 
Chippewa Valley

Boys JV Basketball  
December 16 — 6pm vs Warren Woods 
Tower
December 18 — 5:30pm @ Clintondale 
December 29 — 4:30pm vs Chippewa 
Valley @ Chippewa Valley Tournament 
December 30 — 3pm vs Dakota @ 
Chippewa Valley

Boys Freshman Basketball
December 16 — 4:30pm vs Warren 
Woods Tower
December 18 — 4pm @ Clintondale

Girls Varsity Basketball
December 17 — 7:30pm @ St. Clair High 
School
December 19 — 7pm vs Marian

Girls JV Basketball
December 17 — 6pm @ St. Clair High 
School
December 19 — 5:30pm vs Marian

Girls Freshman Basketball
December 17 — 4:30pm @ St. Clair High 
School
December 19 — 4pm vs Marian

Boys Varsity Ice Hockey  
December 19 — 8:25 pm vs Warren Mott  
@ Great Lskes Sports City
December 20 — 9:00 AM vs County 
Meet @ Anchor Bay 
January 2 — 8:25 pm @ L’ Ance Creuse 
North 

Girls Varsity Gymnastics 
January 5 — 7:00pm @ Edsel Ford 

Winter 
Sports 

Schedule

sports 12
RAMBLER STUDENTS GET ROWDY!
   Seniors Peter Cichowski, and Molly Kilcline 
are taking the initiative to pump up the spirit 
at Fraser. The new student section made their 
debut during the varsity boy’s basketball away 
game against Utica Ford II. The two sections 
shouted back and forth the entire game which  
heightened the games intensity and  captured 
the entire gyms a$ ention. 
“It made me less nervous, because I knew I 
had support from the crowd,” senior athlete 

Joe Treat said.
 They are working on names in place of last 
years Rough Riders. The student section has 
been lacking in the past, but the seniors this 
year are determined to keep that in the past.
   “I have high hopes, once everyone sees how 
fun it is then I’m sure it will grow in size,” 
Cichowski said. 
   There are members joining daily. They’re 
working on creative, classy chants and cheers. 

They are even working on 
di% erent cheers they can 
do at half time, or a" er 
every period. The varsity 
coach, Marshall Wandrei, 
has provided shirts and is 
helping to lower the price 
of the home games for 
members. The section will 
be easily identi# ed with 
their matching shirts and 
loud voices.
   “The section adds a new 
dimension to the game, it 
is de# nitely a good time,” 
senior Kaitlin Kowal said. 
   Students # nally have the 
opportunity to show their 
spirit somewhere other 

The student section, along with the mascot, catch up with the current events 
during the Utica Ford II player introduction.
Photo: Veronica Kieffer

Make this years winter sports season an exciting one, and join the student section.

Nick Wagner, Dan Slaughter, and Ben 
Caprara are anything but shy about 
their spirit. 
Photo: Veronica Kieffer

than the pep 
a s s e m b l y. 
The section 
will be 
m o d e l e d 
a" er schools 
such as 
Rosev i l l e , 
which is 
home to 
the student 
section the 
Black Hole.
   “I just 
hope that 
e v e r y o n e 
will take 
advantage 
of this 
experience, 
it is 
something you will remember years from 
now,” Kilcline said.
   The leaders of the section want to start with 
boy’s basketball and hope to trickle down 
into all winter sports. Seniors are taking full 
advantage of their last year here, in hopes 
that the underclassmen will carry on what 
could potentially become a Fraser tradition.

  

Veronica Kieffer
Editor-In-Chief
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