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   As the years go on, Halloween costumes start 
to look more and more like lingerie. Not only 
are these costumes wrong and uncomfortable, 
they are demeaning and, 
sexist.
   “I don’t like costumes 
demeaning to females 
to make them objects of 
violence, inferiority, and 
sex; I wish females would 
take a stance to that,” 
Assistant Principal John 
Common said.
   What would your parents 
say if they saw you walking 
around a party with your 
butt hanging out, and a 
“costume” that has no 
material? They wouldn’t be 
too proud that’s for sure. 
So why do girls insist on 
wearing such demeaning 
costumes?
   “My parents wouldn’t be 
thrilled about the modesty 
factor of my costume… 
it’s hiding in the trunk of 
my boyfriends car,” senior 
Chelsea Monforte said.
   Some girls even buy the 
costumes just because 
their boyfriends want them 
too. That is wrong on so 
many levels. If your boyfriend truly wants to be 
with you he won’t show you off in lingerie, and 
he shouldn’t be worried about that anyways -- 
we are in high school.
   “I wouldn’t want my girlfriend to wear some 
of the Halloween costumes out there. It’s 
wrong and degrading to all women,” senior Joe 
Kaatz said.
  It isn’t only Halloween costumes.  Every year I 
have walked into a store trying to ! nd a decent 
homecoming dress and it’s been a challenge to 
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Obama’s back to school speech

   On September 8 students and teachers gathered 
at Wake! eld High School in Arlington, Virginia 
with one thing on the agenda, President Obama’s 
motivational back to school speech. They were 
not the only students to hear the speech. It was 
televised and broadcasted in elementary and 
high school classrooms across the nation. The 
President conveyed a strong message of personal 
responsibility and the importance of education.
   “The story of America isn’t about people who 
quit when things got tough. It’s about people 
who kept going, who tried harder, who loved 
their country to much to do anything less than 
their best,” Barack Obama, President of The 
United States said in his back to school speech.
    Many Fraser students may be wondering why 
they weren’t given the opportunity to watch 
the President. This is because Superintendent 
Rick Repicky felt that the ! rst day of school 
was to hectic of a day and that there were 
controversies surrounding the political issues. 
Repicky decided Fraser Public Schools would opt 
out of playing the President’s speech live.  He 
went on to say that any teachers who wanted to 
play it in class after September 11 must notify 
parents on all classroom activities surrounding 
the speech. This gave teachers the authority to 
decide whether students had the opportunity to 
hear the speech or not. What Repicky seems to 
not understand is that the speech was intended 
for the entire student body and it should 
have been made available to every student.
   Although it was expressed that the ! rst day of 
school was too hectic there were many solutions 
to that problem that were never even considered. 
   “I was not looking for an opportunity 
to open the window to play the speech,” 
principal Dr. Dave Richards said.
   Rochester High School sent a notice to all 
parents on the ! rst day of school to say that 
they would be playing the speech during 
lunch the next day. This gave students the 
opportunity to opt out while allowing other 
students the opportunity to hear the speech.

   “The speech inspired me to ! nish out my senior 
year and to try my absolute best in all of my 
classes, even in the classes that I don’t enjoy,” 
Jen Kuznia Rochester High School senior said.
    Fraser High School could have played a 
recorded version of it during lunch or seminar 
the next day. Students were not allowed 
to travel that day, so it would have been an 
easy way to ensure that every student had an 
opportunity to hear the President’s message. 
This would also give parents the opportunity to 
shelter their child from the speech if necessary. 
These options were never looked into.
   “We can put off anything on the ! rst 
day of school whether or not it’s making 
seating charts or passing out books, to listen 
to the President of the United States,” 
government teacher Bob Boyd said. 
   The White House repeatedly stated that the 
speech was intended to “urge students to take 
personal responsibility for their own education, 
and to not only stay in school but make the most 
of it.” A few families in the Fraser community 
felt the need to protest the speech, and by 
doing so they sheltered the students from 
real world events and prevented them from 
growing academically and socially. Parents 
concerns about the speech were in" uenced 
by rumors heard in the national media and 
con" icts people have with President Obama’s 
policies. The district’s decision should have 
been separate from the hype in the media.
   “There is a lot of political unrest in this country 
right now,” Richards said. “If there wasn’t such 
a tornado going on with the healthcare plan, 
it wouldn’t have been on the radar so much.” 
   This action ignored students roles as young 
citizens, " ew in the face of an important lesson 
in respect for democracy. The broadcasting of 
the speech should have been left up to each 
individual student to decide weather or not 
they wanted to hear the message. It may have 
been the superintendent’s decision but the 
school board can right the wrong. Many students 
are requesting that the speech be viewed 
by the greatest amount of Fraser students 
by any other scheduling means available. 

Ashley Malczewski
Assistant Editor

Costumes: cover it up!

You can still look cute on Halloween without looking 
trashy.
Photo: Mctcampus.com

! nd a non-revealing one. When did this rule 
begin to exist that once you turn a certain age 
you have show off certain body parts?
   “I’m concerned that my young daughter 
will grow up thinking that it is acceptable and 
the norm to dress inappropriately. Not just at 

Halloween,” teacher 
Anne Cook said.
   What has gone 
wrong with society? 
Why are women 
allowing this to 
be acceptable? 
We are allowing 
awful stereotypes 
to be enforced on 
our gender. We 
don’t need to dress 
suggestively for a 
guy to like us.  If how 
we dress is the only 
reason he wants to 
be with women, get 
rid of him. I can’t 
name one mother 
that would want 
their daughter to be 
known for all the 
wrong reasons. Also, 
realize that it is not 
only the cute guy 
that you have been 
trying for weeks to 
get to look at you 
looking, every where 
you go people are 

looking at you don’t allow it to be the wrong 
person. 
   Before you go and buy your Halloween 
costume think to yourself: Could I wear this in 
front of my family? What is the weather going 
to be like? And is this really something I want 
to wear and have people me remember me by? 
Just because you’re a teenager doesn’t mean 
you have to dress suggestively – some guys like 
a classy girl.

Staff
Editorial
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The oasis of relationships

    “It’s with some sadness and great relief to 
tell you that I quit Oasis tonight. People will 
write and say what they like, but I simply could 
not go on working with Liam a day longer.”
   This statement was left by Oasis member 
Noel Gallagher on the band’s website. It’s the 
statement he blogged only two hours after his 
latest ! ght with brother Liam Gallagher at a 
concert backstage, which reportedly resulted 
in Liam breaking Noel’s guitar and a concert 
cancellation. 
   It’s also the statement I read when I logged 
onto my computer before I even had the 
opportunity to glance through my emails. 
   My reaction after reading the article was 
disappointment. Oasis, in my opinion, is one 
of the best bands that 
exists today from the 
90’s. I would have 
felt shock too, if it 
hadn’t been for the 
fact that this isn’t the 
! rst time the brothers 
have let their quarrels 
break up the band. 
Noel and Liam have 
been rumored to have 
fought backstage 
during concerts , 
and they traveled 
in different tour 
buses because they 
couldn’t stand being 
together for so long. 
Eventually I reached 
the conclusion 
that siblings ! ght 
sometimes, some 
worse than others, and 
that the results could 
impact the people in 
their lives too.
   After awhile, I started to consider the 
observation I had formed. Ask anyone who has 
a sibling, they’ll tell you that there isn’t always 
peace between all parties. I have a fourteen 
year old sister, and sometimes it seems like 
we’re separated by way more than three years 
when we bicker. Was it really fair that I place 
judgment on Liam and Noel? I suppose the 
argument could be made that not all siblings 
! ght. In fact, many siblings are best friends 
and con! dants. Even these siblings must have 
disagreements on occasion. It’s impossible 
to be agreeable with everybody all the time, 
especially for people who are close. 
   The way I view it, there are two groups siblings 
tend to fall under when it comes to ! ghting. 
They can ! ght over any minor or major problem 
and resolve their con" ict within a certain time 
frame. It doesn’t have to be immediately, but 
they eventually say their apologies and move 
on with their lives. Then you see the other 
type of siblings, such as with Liam and Noel, 
who bicker constantly. Eventually an obstacle 

they can’t work through may occur, and neither 
has the energy or patience to deal with each 
other any longer. They may abandon all ties or 
discontinue speaking to each other, depending 
on how damaging the situation is. 
   What some people may not realize about 
the latter of the two situations is that it harms 
not only the siblings involved in the scenario, 
but other people around them too. In the 
case of Oasis, that would include the fans and 
supporters of Oasis. In a way, they too are hurt 
by the decisions enforced by the Gallaghers. 
However, the more obvious of the damage done 
by the brothers would have to be the actual 
band, Oasis.
   The dictionary de! nes oasis as “something 
serving as a refuge, relief, or pleasant change 
from what is usual, annoying, or dif! cult.” 
I found it interesting that this would be the 

name for the 
band given the 
negative way 
Noel and Liam 
treat each 
other. In the 
defense of the 
two brothers 
any relationship 
or bond that 
you have with 
another person 
is going to be 
work. It isn’t 
always easy and 
it isn’t always 
fun. Problems 
are almost 
guaranteed in 
any relationship 
at any time. It’s 
not about trying 
to avoid these 
con" icts. It’s 
impossible to 
have the same 

views as someone on every topic. The solution 
to solving these con" icts is how people handle 
the situation and resolve the problem. 
   Liam and Noel’s band is a perfect example 
of their sibling relationship. The brothers often 
would argue and disagree, therefore putting the 
band and its success in jeopardy. Concerts were 
canceled and fans were disappointed before 
the tolerance of Noel and Liam had for each 
other broke- right along with Oasis. Because 
they couldn’t look past their differences, Oasis 
disbanded, although it could have continued on 
to have great success and fame. 
   The next time you’re in an argument with 
a friend, or your sibling, remember Oasis and 
the choice Noel was forced to make. Some 
decisions may seem reasonable at the time, 
but you may end up making the wrong choice - 
and losing a close con! dant. As for the future 
of Oasis? Liam Gallagher recently reported that 
Oasis will continue, even though Noel chose to 
leave the band. Forget any huge future record 
sales though. Oasis is nothing without Noel. 

Katie Leonatti
Flash Staff Reporter

Applying to college 101
Lauren Rose
Flash Staff Reporter

   “Your Mom goes to college.”
   It’s a famous line that everybody loves to 
quote, but no one really knows what it means.  
Applying to college is something that almost 
everyone does, but no one shares a lot about.  
When I was applying to college, I wish that I 
had known these useful tips.  Not only would 
they have saved time, but I would have been 
a lot less stressed and overwhelmed.  This is 
applying to college 101.  
   First off, if possible, 
make sure you visit 
the colleges that you 
are applying to.  Even 
though the website 
of the college seems 
great, you might not 
like the atmosphere 
once you arrive.  For 
example, I had heard 
nothing but great 
things about Adrian 
College.  I went on 
a tour and decided 
that the campus was 
not for me.  Don’t 
get me wrong, it was 
a beautiful campus 
in a very nice area; 
however the small 
1,500 student college 
was not “my cup of 
tea.”
   By senior year, 
almost everyone 
has applied or is 
applying to college.  
One major dif! culty about applying is ! nishing 
your applications in a timely manner.  Some 
universities have “rolling admissions,” meaning 
that they take students as they enroll.  So a 
student that applies in September will be 
accepted over a student that applies in February.  
Also, some colleges have incentives for applying 
early, such as the University of Michigan.  If you 
apply by November 1st, you will get a response 
no later than December 24 th.  Also, applying 
early in the year and getting it out of the way 
is one less thing to worry about during senior 
year.  Applying doesn’t take more than an hour 
or so do to; so don’t procrastinate, apply early 
so you don’t have to stress about meeting last 
minute deadlines.  
   Make sure to apply to a few colleges; don’t 
set your heart on going to one college.  Find 
several colleges with programs that you are 
interested in and apply to all of them.  The 
cost of applying might get expensive, but some 
universities do not have fees for applying online 
by a certain date.  Also, talk to your counselor 
about options to get application fee wavers.  
Don’t end up like Bartleby from the hit movie 
“Accepted.”  Apply early so you don’t have 
to create, manage, and go to “South Harmon 
Institute of Technology.”

   “I am de! nitely applying to two colleges 
because they both have good programs for 
teaching,” senior Chrissy Schick said.  
   From personal experience, applying online is 
the way to go.  It’s easier because the computer 
has spell check; your paper application does 
not.  Applying online also has the bene! t of 
being able to print the application and write 
on it, then type it.  Also, a 40 page application 
looks a lot less scary online than it does on 
paper, trust me.  While applying online, always 
double check if there is a counselor form to print 
off.  This is necessary to make your application 

valid, so don’t forget 
about it.  Some 
schools require letters 
of recommendation 
from teachers and 
counselors.  Ask a 
favorite teacher to 
write this for you.  Even 
if your college does 
not require a letter of 
recommendation, it’s a 
good idea to get one so 
the college has more 
insight about you and 
how you are in school.
   My advice to 
underclassmen would 
be to start looking 
into colleges during 
your junior year.  Just 
because you aren’t sure 
what your career will 
be, doesn’t mean you 
can’t begin searching 
for colleges.
   “Towards the end of 
this year I’m going to 

start looking into colleges,” junior Jay Rupper 
said.  
   Even if you don’t have a 4.0 and the best test 
scores, it never hurts to try.  So send in your 
application to the school of your dreams.  Best 
put by Elle Woods:
   “You got into Harvard Law?”
   “What? Like it’s hard?”

“High ! ve for me"”
Photo: Lauren Rose

Students show support for favorite schools with col-
lege apparel.
Photo: Lauren Rose

Twins Ashley and Anthony Tannahill fool around in the hallways.
Photo: Michael Keys
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Leaders in the Making
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internships, co-ops, applied research, and more provide you the skills needed to become
a critical thinker, lifelong learner, and leader in your field.

Lawrence Technological University   
Office of Admissions   
21000 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, MI 48075-1058   
800.CALL.LTU · admissions@ltu.edu · ltu.edu

   Swine " u also known as H1N1 has been a 
scare for quite some time now. With medical 
researchers just releasing the vaccine, high 
school students should be looking into receiving 
the shot or the nasal spray version. Some 
insurance companies have had talk of covering 
the cost of it to convince more people to go out 
and get the vaccine.
   “I think anytime there is a situation where 
something has gained national concern, 
students should stay informed and talk to their 
parents.” Fraser high school Principle Dr. Dave 
Richards said.
   Recently having its name switched to H1N1 
since researchers studied it and found it isn’t 
truly just swine related. It has mixtures of other 
viruses in it. Some health preventions for H1N1 
are. Cover your mouth and nose when coughing 
or sneezing. This isn’t pre-school, wash your 
hands after you sneeze or cough. 

   Other suggestions from the CDC (center for 
disease control) are stay home if you are sick. 
Yes it might be the test of all tests, and your 
teacher may want you to be there, but truth be 
told if you are that sick then stay home. Also if 
someone in your family is diagnosed with H1N1 
stay home or make an appointment with your 
doctor’s of! ce to get a check up.
“It is the personal decision to participate in the 
shot.” Richards said.
   H1N1 has come with many myths. People 
will not die just because they have it. Most of 
the time H1N1 goes away without any medical 
attention. Also H1N1is not spread through 
eating pork products. It is spread from person 
to person. The biggest scare is the fact that it 
was ! rst spread from animal to person.
  First and foremost stay aware and informed. 
Look up articles about H1N1 and do some 
research. It never hurts to be ahead of the 
game. Some helpful websites are webmd.com 
and cdc.gov

Symptoms and Signs
Drowsiness  · 

Headache · 

Runny nose · 

Sore throat · 

Shortness of · 

breath, or cough 
Loss of appetite  · 

Aching muscles· 

Diarrhea or · 

vomiting.  

Got Swine?
Ashley Malczewski
Assistant Editor

BEWARE!

Illistration courtesy of: Eric Goodwin Mctcampus.com
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   The school store, according to most students, 
has taken a turn for the worst. Much lamenting 
of the lack of ‘real’ soda in the Rambler 
Wearhouse can be heard throughout the 
school, the result of recent federal laws that 
limit calories and drink sizes in high schools 
nationwide. Worse yet, it was replaced with 
diet soda- a phrase most students seem to use 
as an expletive recently. Not many students 
seem to know - or care - that the overall 
selection hasn’t actually changed much.
   “There’s not anything in there that I really 
want to buy,” said junior Alex Keeling when 
asked his opinion of the new school store.
   In reality, the school store looks to be in 
better shape than before- literally. In addition 
to the changed drinks, the school store will be 
offering new spirit wear, including new styles 
of hooded sweatshirts and dri-! t T-shirts, and 
smoothies, which sell for $1.50 each and come 
in ! ve varieties. With the changes to selection 
comes a change in layout; the coolers have 

been moved behind the counters and the 
number of registers has been doubled to four.
   “Our focus will be service with a smile,” says 
Mr. Murray to his classes, and the new layout 
makes it look that way. Clothes, chips, drinks; 
you name it, there’s a counter for it. The new 
design is a twofold attempt by Mr. Murray to 
ensure that every item is paid for and that every 
store employee has a job to do. As a secondary 
response to the thefts, Mr. Murray will be 
building on the camera system by implementing 
a security position in which students will 

monitor their peers as they pass through the 
store, ensuring that no one steals anything.
   And a word to the wary with regards to 
the new store advisor: Mr. Murray knows how 
to run a school store. In fact, prior to 1997, 
Mr. Murray was the advisor of the Rambler 
Wearhouse. He has been teaching since 1989, 
and came to Fraser in 1991. He has run a 
school store for eight of his twenty years in 
education, and ran the Fraser school store from 
1991-1996. So rest assured, Ramblers; your 
store is in good hands. Though many changes 
have been made, to both staff and substance, 
the Rambler Wearhouse is alive and thriving.

   The lunch room has now gone green. Instead of 
the foam trays they have switched to reusable 
plastic baskets. After you eat your lunch you 
dispose of the food in the tray and stack them on 
a cart. Last year Fraser threw out over 100,000 
foam trays, this change will reduce the amount 
of pollution. Another new change to lunch is 
the sports meal menu. Fraser has come up with 
a menu of meals and snacks to help athletes 
perform at there best. To receive these meals; 
place your orders in the morning or at lunch 
then pick up the food at the end of the day.

Using trays saves

Whats crackin’ at the rambler wearhouse!?
Adam Winbigler
Flash Staff Reporter

Nick Cusmano
Flash Staff Reporter

The school store # aunts its # ashy new banner.
Photo: Lauren Rose

The Rambler Wearhouse displays new spirit wear.
Photo: Adam Winbigler
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Go green or go home
Ashley Tannahill
Flash Staff Reporter

   The Go-Green Club is fairly new and has 
already made an impact, but is still unfamiliar 
to a good majority of the school.  The recently 
developed group is making going green more 
easier than ever by having plenty of activities 
the earth-conscientious students can do.  
Starting with seminar, a group of kid’s team 
up and hit the classrooms collecting all the 
recyclables in the recycling bins that every 
teacher should have in their rooms. There are 
also meetings every other week lead by Mr. 
Luke and Mrs. Laura Woods that take place in 
the Literacy Lab to discuss the sorting schedule, 
when to take cans back to Meijer, and to 
come up with new ideas to make the world a 
better place starting with the high school. The 
Go- Green Club is currently in the process of 
designing an extra bene! t for all the members; 
affordable shirts and hoodies that represent 
the group with a logo and their names on the 
back.  The Go-Green Club is just getting ready 
to step it up a notch so if anyone is interested 
in joining, new members are always welcomed 
and encouraged to take part in going green.             

Senior Nick Clore taking trash off of his recyclable 
tray, helping FHS make the world a better place.                                                                       
Photo: Sean McGreal

     The Fraser Grille is back, and better than 
ever. With a revised selection, brand-new 
menus, and the addition of the outdoor patio, 
the Grille looks to make this school year its best 
yet. Under the watchful eyes of Mr. Cyplik and 
Mrs. Eliasz, another new addition to the Grille, 
the restaurant workers seek to expand upon 
the culinary palette of their fellow students.
   The biggest change will be in the new menu 
options. New choices for this year include 
sliders, in beef and chicken varieties, chicken 
wings, and two vegetarian options, the Black 
Bean burger and the Garden Veggie wrap. The 
new items will replace items that did not sell, 
such as the fajitas and fettuccini alfredo. The 
changes stemmed from trends noted by the 
restaurant staff; most notably, that few people 
were ordering the larger meals for lunch.
   “Nobody wants to eat a heavy meal at lunch 
that will push you into a food coma,” stated 
Mr. Cyplik. “We’re working on reaching out to 
the students… giving them more of what they 
want.”
   Other changes to the menu include its format. 
Menus inside the restaurant will now be two-
sided, tri-fold menus. An anonymous restaurant 
student was reported as saying the new menus 
are “really sweet.” In addition, management 
within the Grille has changed, with the hiring 
of Mrs. Eliasz. She is a classically trained chef, 
as is Mr. Cyplik, and previously served as the 
cafeteria worker at Salk Elementary for ten 
years. Mrs. Eliasz will be charged with the duty 
of promoting the Grille to businesses outside 
the school.
   “She’s part of the Fraser family,” says Mr. 
Cyplik.

   In addition, a patio has been built outside the 
Grille. At present, it isn’t well furnished; so far, 
there is one lonely picnic bench. However, Mr. 
Cyplik hopes to have it fully furnished by spring, 
when they plan to open it to the public.
   “We may even have grill-outs right here on 
the patio, cooking burgers, Italian sausage, 
things of that nature,” reported Mr. Cyplik. 
“We also plan to get a little furniture out here, 
to cozy it up a little.”
   Not everything in the Grille is changing, 
however. The value meals are still available, at 
a cost of four dollars. With the best of the old 
and the brand-new coming together, this school 
year looks to be a promising start for the future 
of the Fraser Grille.

Grillin’ like a villain!

Senior Sam Mera prepares batter for a delicious treat.
Photo: Sean McGreal

Adam Winbigler
Flash Staff Reporter

Junior Taylor shows us that recycling is the way to go"
Photo: Ashley Tannahill
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Ms. Engardio

Mrs. Guolla

Mr. Julian

Ms. Tamburrini

Hates squirrels

Loves boating and lives by 
lake St. Clair

Her grandfather is a 
Professor at Michigan State

Her husband is a pro hockey 
player

Loves Karaoke

Is a waitress

Ms. Witt

Ms. Seger

Ms. Elias
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   Erebus Haunted Attraction opened in 2000. 
It since has been nationally recognized as one 
of the best haunted houses in the country. Also 
it earned spot in the Guinness Book of World 
Records for the longest walk-through haunted 
attraction in the world. It stands 4 stories 
high and has 30,000 square feet. This monster 
attraction is located in Pontiac. It’s about a 
half hour drive but well worth it. Erebus leads 
you through a very terrifying long path, on 
this path you will get grabbed, bitten, jumped 
on and more. It has a wide variety of things 
that will put fear in your.  This is why every 
year the line is backed down the street. The 
price is the only drag at $22 per person. If 
you go with a large group though they offer 
some deals. Also there is a printable coupon 
at www.hauntedpontiac.com . On the website 
you can order tickets and get directions. 

Nick Cusmano
Flash Staff Reporter

Haunted house Meet the staff
Staff: Fun Fact:

Ms. Wolfgang

Mr. Stewart

Mr. Stanley

Mr. Kimmel

Mr Doud

Mr. Wingert

Reads three books a week

Worked the midnight shift at 
Dennys as a 
waiter
Won $300 in a karokee con-
test

Has a little brother who is 
only 12

Has had many injuries: 
almost lost an eye, can’t hear 
much out of right ear
Is afraid of clowns

Loves show tunes

Is distant cousins with Bob 
Seger

Used to be a chef

Was in NHS, Interact, Youth 
and Government and was 
class treasurer in High school
Mr. Kuppe is her uncle and 
Mrs. Scopas is her aunt

Has a birthday on Valentine’s 
Day

Staff: Staff:Fun Fact:Fun Fact:

   It’s no secret that Fraser has gained a lot 
of fresh new faces. We didn’t just get new 
teachers; we also got a new assistant principal, 
Houston Julian. He graduated in 1996 from 
Fraser. Julian didn’t originally plan on working 
at the same school he graduated from.
   “When I saw the school position openings 
in April, Fraser was on it, I liked the idea of 
knowing some of the history of the school,” 
Julian said.
   After high school Julian attended Wayne State 

University to major in Social Studies and minor 
in Science. In high school U.S. History and 
Sociology were his favorite classes.
   “Mr. George, who retired last year, was my 
favorite teacher. Unfortunately, he retired 
before I got the chance to work with him.”
   Julian was very active in extra curricular 
activities. He played football, basketball, 
baseball, and ran track. He won Homecoming 
King and he was a member of the National 
Honor Society.

   “Our basketball team won districts my senior 
year. It was one of my best memories in high 
school because the team hadn’t won that in ten 
years,” Julian said.
   There is a rumor going around the school about 
him turning down a spot on the Detroit Lions 
football team to work with students instead.
   “Let me put that rumor to rest. I had the 
opportunity to try out but I decided not to 
go because I was out of shape and I was not 
prepared. The reason I received the opportunity 

is because I played in one Division Two All-Star 
game,” Julian explains.
   Julian is not just a tough sports player he also 
has a very sensitive side.
   “In my spare time I write poetry,” Julian 
said.
   He also enjoys singing karaoke. He plays the 
wii Karaoke game in his living room.
   Julian is a very diverse man and we are happy 
to have him as an assistant principal.

Here’s Julian
Melanie Boddington
Flash Staff Reporter

Cheese" Mr. Julian and some of! ce # air
Photo: Chelsea Monforte
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   Every year there is a spirit week leading 
up to homecoming. This year, there was a 
noticeable increase in student participation. 
When faced with such a steady increase, it can 
only make some of the students wonder, why? 
Teacher, Dave Kuppe believes that the growth 
in participation is due to better attitudes. 
   “I think there is more excitement in the 
school as a whole due to the new building. I’m 
not quite sure if it is due to the upperclassmen, 
or the incoming freshmen, but this year there 
are de! nitely more people participating 
in spirit week than last year” Kuppe said.
   In fact, for get up and go day alone there was 
an eleven percent increase. When Freshman 
Claudia Gurini was asked if she liked spirit week 
she said she thought the ideas were fun and 
everyone had an easy time getting involved. 
   If Mike Demetral could take out one 
spirit day, he would take the nick day out. 
   “I would take the Nick day out, 
because I can’t ! nd a SpongeBob shirt 
in my size. I would add food day.” 

Chelsea Monforte
Flash Staff Reporter

   Homecoming 2009 has come and gone, but 
has the aftermath left your wallet empty? Each 
year prices seem to be slowly but steadily rising. 
Is it all really worth it? Is it still possible to do 
it all without burning a hole in your pocket?
   It’s easy to argue that girls usually, though 
not always, have the higher end of the bill with 
all the hair and nail appointments as well as 
paying for the dresses. Guys can easily come 
pretty close or break even in the competition 
of expenses if they have a date. The combined 
costs of the tickets themselves, dinner, corsages, 
etc. can really add up. There can be simple 
ways to cut down on these costs though. First 
off, just ask yourself if what you’re planning to 
do is really necessary. There can be ways to cut 
corners and have just as great of a time. Look 
for discounts, coupons and be a smart shopper.
   When browsing around, regardless of what 
you’re buying, be reasonable with prices. 
Homecoming is only one night and though it 
is a special occasion, it isn’t worth spending 
$150 or more on a suit or dress. You can also 
start looking for what you’ll wear towards the 
end of the summer, before prices go up and 
everyone is rushing to the same few stores, 
or borrow from a friend, go to discounted 
stores. Whatever will work best for you.
   When picking a place to eat at before 
or after the dance, it does not necessarily 
have to be an expensive formal restaurant. 
You can go somewhere cheaper where 
everyone can enjoy dinner for under $10 
each. There are plenty of decent restaurants 
around that give you more for your dollar.
   Each homecoming you attend in high school 
is meant to be a night to remember. The last 
thing you want to remember them by are the 

amounts of money spent to have a good time.

Julie Gallo
Flash Staff Reporter

Ways to make homecoming a little more affordable

 Photo: Julie Gallo

   When asked to explain what food day would 
include, he said “The students would dress up 
like Chefs and bring food to the teachers.”
   Senior, Reno Martoni said that he could see a big 
difference in the amount of participation this year .
   Whether you believe it is due to the new 
building, better attitudes, or the new 
senior class this year’s spirit week was a 
phenomenal improvement from last year. It 
was a great stride in creating school spirit. 

Hey Fraser, how do you feel?

Fraser halls decked with homecoming pride.
Photo: Tori DeArmond



Rivals on the field, united for a cure
“It feels good to play football and at 
the same time help people out.”
--Jeff Lagruta, Senior

“It was more emotional than a regular 
football game. It was crazy, there were 
so many people there. Plus I got into it 
more because we were not playing for 
ourselves were playing for the person on 
our backs.”
--Steven Klein, Senior

   It all started out with a cause and the desire to 
help others in need.  The football team wasn’t 
the only sport to get into the pink spirit – the 
cross country team was tickled pink with joy 
to help the cause.  Fraser’s own cross country 
team kicked off the Friday night events by 
competing against Romeo in a 5K race to win.
   Not only did the cross country team compete 
against Romeo in athletics, they competed 
to raise money for various cancer charities.  
Runners sold jerseys for $100 with the names 
of survivors and in memory of those with 
cancer on the back to raise money for charity.  
   “Its more than just an athletic event, it’s 
a great chance for the kids to give back,” 
Athletic Director Brad Robinson said.
   Many of the cross country members are 
running in honor of family members who are 
currently battling the disease.  Senior Brandon 
Walters is running in honor of both of his 
grandfathers who are currently ! ghting cancer.
   “It’s a lot of inspiration to know that you are 
running for more than just your own bene! t, 
you are running for a cause,” Walters said.
   Cross country is a 5K (3.1 mi) race through 
tough terrain.  This type of race is based 
upon trails that lead through cities, wooded 

areas, and open ! elds.  For the pink game, both 
cross country teams ! nished the race on the 
track at the football stadium.  This was done so 
that both teams could receive the recognition 
and crowd support that they deserve.

Cross Country
Lauren Rose
Flash Staff Reporter

   “I think the neat thing is they are dedicated 
and this gives them notoriety by ! nishing 
in front of so many people,” Robinson said.
   Also running for her grandfather is senior 
Maria Agostini.  She also found inspiration in 

running for a loved one.
   “I think that when I hit the 
point of not wanting to go 
anymore, I’ll think of him and 
go further,” Agostini said.
   New to the cross country 
team is freshman Brooke 
Owens.  She ran in honor 
of her aunt who is currently 
battling cancer.  Running for 
the cause was her extra push 
to get through the race.  
   “She went through a lot 
with her cancer and lost a 
lot of memories; I wanted to 
remind her that I will always 
remember her,” Owens said.
   By the cross country team 
going pink they have become 
recognizable and admired at 
our school.  Not only did they 
! ght to raise money for the 
cause; they fought to win.  

Cross country runners race for a cure during The Cancer Bene! t Game
Photo: Lauren Rose

   Over 7,000 supportive fans, 200 hardworking athletes, 
20 sel" ess volunteers, 15 motivational coaches, 1 
dedicated administrator, and an entire community: 
35,000 dollars for an amazing cause.
   September 18, 2009 is a day to remember, Romeo vs. 
Fraser’s Cancer Bene! t Game turned into more than 
just a football game. The two schools and communities 
teamed up to raise money to help fund the ! ght for 
the cure. A grand total of approximately 80,000 dollars 
was raised.
   “You always worry do [the students] understand the 
importance of this?” Athletic Director, Brad Robinson 
said. “Our kids were phenomenal the way they pulled 
together. The amount of work [the athletes] did, the 
coaches did was just phenomenal”
   Six sports teams participated in the fundraiser; 
football, including many JV members; cross country; 
cheerleading, varsity, JV, and freshman; dance team; 
swim team; and soccer. Each team participated in their 
own way, as did each student, teacher, and parent. 
Varsity football, Varsity cheer, and cross country raised 
money for pink jerseys to honor a cancer survivor of 
their choice. When the cancer survivors out numbered 

   The Fraser vs. Romeo Cancer game proved 
to be the talk of the town. With a total of 
7,100 people showing up to support a great 
cause, it was sure to be a great night. The 
football team de! nitely showed their support 
but the marching band, cross-country team, 
cheerleaders, and dance team joined in on the 
! ght for the cure too.
   Even though the dance team, coached by Beth 
Berube, was required to be there, “Everyone 
was more than willing to participate,” said 
Senior Alexis Mong.
   According to globalhealingcenter.com, one 
in three people will be diagnosed with cancer. 
The response for this event has been so great 
because, unfortunately, many people know 
someone who currently has or had cancer. 
   “I’m dancing for my best friend’s mom who 

had cancer,” Mong said.
   The dance team had the audience dancing 
right along with them to Metro Station’s 
“Shake it.” Halftime was one of the best parts 
because it brought the entire audience back 
together. 
   “The team works really hard, but this 
performance was bigger than normal because 
it’s a cause that touches the lives of many 
people,” dance team coach Beth Berube said.
   The entrance fee for the game was $5 a 
person, but the week leading up to the game 
made pink t-shirts available to buy that cost 
$15. If you purchased the shirt you also got 
into the game for free. All of the dance team 
purchased the shirts because they wanted to 
add some more support to the cause. 
   All in all, it turned out to be a great night. 
We might have lost the game against Romeo, 
but raising that much money makes us all 
winners.

Rambler Dance Team
Melanie Boddington
Flash Staff Reporter

The girls on the dance team shake it during the cancer 
bene! t game.
Photo: Melanie Boddington

Emilie Daubenspeck
Editor-in-Chief

Ramblers Vs. Bulldogs

Rivals on the field, united for a cure
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Rivals on the field, united for a cure

   Cancer affects many lives permanently, 
making an impact on the person and their 
families  and nothing can quite soothe the soul 
like music. So for the football 
game that took place September 
18, our school’s marching band 
went off to play in the stands at 
Romeo. Signing up to participate 
at the event was on a volunteer 
basis, the same as all pep bands 
our band has ever put together.
   Though this time, the of! cial 
typed out list on the back of the 
band room door was over" owing, 
leading to additional sheets of lined 
papers taped on by the students 
themselves. So the question 
is: Why so eager? The average 
turnout for these rare away 
games the marching band gets a 
chance to participate in is right 
around or below ! fty students.
  “A lot of people are joining 
the pep band for THIS game 
in particular because it’s for a 
good cause. The band is coming 
together to support not only our 

team, but to ! ght something that has affected 
most of us in some way, and I think that’s really 
special. The game is a fun way to turn something 
that has affected most of us in a negative way 
into something positive. The band runs like a 
dysfunctional family, but we all support one 

“It was good to be apart of it and fun 
playing in front of all those people.”
--Clay Hunt, Senior

Marching Band
Julie Gallo
Flash Staff Reporter

another, and we sure do know how to support 
our team and our community#” said Sarah 
Politis, one of the band’s three drum majors.
   Then, some reasons are simply put, “I’m just 
excited to be going and I’m looking forward 
to watching the game and hoping for a win”, 

said senior, Karalyn Houbeck.
   Late that Friday afternoon, 
the students took off on 
multiple busses and headed 
off for Romeo. Once there, the 
band took a spot in bleachers 
set up on the track where they 
remained and proceeded to 
play bits and pieces of songs 
from this year’s marching 
show, Mangione Magic as well 
as the school’s ! ght song. 
   As the night progressed and 
the game ended hours later, 
the band cadenced off the 
! eld back to the busses where 
they packed up and headed 
back to Fraser. The night as 
well as the music was a great 
success and a feat easily 
conquered. It is safe to say 
that many students had an 
enjoyable time with smiles on 
their faces all the way home.

The FHS Marching Band works together playing in unison to support a cure for cancer and 
cancer survivors
Photo: Julie Gallo

the varsity football players some JV players stepped up 
to the plate.
   “The JV kids that didn’t know the survivor they 
were giving their jersey to were just as touched as the 
varsity kids giving their jerseys to family members,” 
Robinson said.
   Through out the summer athletes participated in 
multiple fundraisers to pay for the jerseys; total 95 
jerseys were given away by Fraser students.
   “I’ve never been more proud of my team in my entire 
life,” varsity football coach Jon Skladanowski said. 
“The most memorable part [of the fundraising events] 
was when a kid who usually doesn’t get involved says to 
me ‘I’ve raised 400 dollars, I want to pay for someone 
elses jersey. When people took on things they didn’t 
have to do it was unbelievable.”
   On top of that the other teams joined in and purchased 
pink t-shirts being sold to raise money. Between the 
jerseys, t-shirts, and other fundraising the entire 
community supported the cause.
   On the ! eld “the game is a game,” Skladanowski said. 
“The sense of pride the community had at the game is 
what meant so much.”
   Despite the scoreboard every athlete walked out of 
Romeo’s stadium with their heads held high.

Ramblers Vs. Bulldogs
   The week of the memorable cancer 
bene! t game it seemed that every 
student got involved to help fund the 
cure. The swim team took it one step 
further turning their meet against Romeo 
into a swim for the cure. Swimmers 
purchased pink t-shirts like many other 
sports teams but on top of that many 
chose to buy a pink cap. Caps were ten 
dollars and proceeds bene! ted the ! ght 
for a cure. 
   At the beginning of the meet coach 
David Nowinski held a small ceremony. 
He spoke of Carrie Washburn, a young 
woman who was a part of the community 
and recently passed away due to 
breast cancer; after he spoke of a past 
swimmer who made the choice to take 

Girls Swim Team
Emilie Daubenspeck
Editor-in-Chief

The girls of the swim team line up, preparing for their meet against 
Romeo to kick of the cancer fundraiser.
Photo: Emilie Daubenspeck

the swim season off in order to take care 
of her mother who was ! ghting cancer. 
Before he concluded Nowinski dedicated 
the meet to those two people and asked 
for a moment of silence for all cancer 
victims and survivors.
   “Win or lose we are both putting in 
winning efforts,” Nowinski said. “We set 
aside competitive goals to ! ght a bigger 
battle.”
   Both teams swam hard in honor of and 
in memory of various loved ones. In the 
end Fraser won the meet but neither 
team seemed to care about the score 
as they all joined together for a group 
picture.
   “I think the outcome is irrelevant, 
certainly the girls are going to swim 
hard. What’s most relevant is: two 
schools coming together for a common 
purpose,” Nowinski said.

“Playing for a cause was a meaningful 
experience. It meant a lot to play in honor 
of my cousin who had battled cancer.”
-Jake Skrok, senior
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Drew Barrymore whips it real good
Sarah Politis went behind the scenes to an exclusive skate party promoting Drew Barrymore’s latest movie WHIP IT.

  Not only did Drew Barrymore direct WHIP IT she also acted in it. At her exclusive par-
ty promoting the movie she had many wise and uplifting words to share. With a dark past 
she chose to debut as a director with this movie because of the strong message it holds.

Top Left:  Barrymore answers questions about the movie and what it means to her.

Top Right:  Posed with her personal assistant Barrymore smiles at her accomplishments. 

Bottom Left: Cast members having fun goo! ng around.

Bottom Right: Barrymore and cast members visit with fans attending the skate party.

Photos: Thaddeus Jurkowski
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   Paramore is back# The Grammy-nominated 
group has just released their third CD, brand 
new eyes, the follow-up to 2007’s Riot! The 
group recently added a ! fth member to the 
group this June; rhythm guitarist Taylor York 
of! cially joined the band. York has been a 
member of their touring out! t since the band’s 
inception. The lineup remains the same with 
York’s addition, featuring Hayley Williams on 
vocals, Josh Farro as backup vocalist and lead 
guitarist, Zac Farro (Josh’s brother) as the 
drummer, and Jeremy Davis on the bass guitar.
    Paramore formed in Franklin, Tennessee, 
in 2004. The band has traditionally had ! ve 
members, although they were a four-piece for 
the duration of Riot! Former members include 
Jason Bynum, Hunter Lamb, and John Hembree. 
Bynum left the band after their ! rst single was 
released, Lamb left just prior to the release of 
Riot! , and Hembree was the bassist between 
Davis’ two tours with the band. They have been 
nominated for 19 awards, including a Grammy 
nomination, of which they have won eight; four 

of these have come at the last two Teen Choice 
Awards. Their Grammy nomination came under 
the category Best New Artist, but they lost to 
Amy Winehouse.
   The group has released three CD’s: All We 
Know Is Falling in 2005, Riot! in 2007, and 
brand new eyes this year. Paramore has also 
released a live album, entitled The Final Riot! , 
in 2008. The ! rst, and currently only, single 
from the new album is titled ‘Ignorance’. 
The singles from Riot! are ‘Misery Business’, 
‘Crushcrushcrush’, and ‘That’s What You Get’. 
The singles from their ! rst album, All We Know 
Is Falling, are ‘Pressure’, which was the band’s 
! rst single, ‘Emergency’, and ‘All We Know’.
   The band has also embarked on a new tour to 
promote brand new eyes; it began September 
29th, to coincide with the album’s release, 
and was scheduled to end November 1 in 
Franklin; however, this may or may not still 
apply as several dates have been postponed 
due to Williams’ coming down with laryngitis. 
brand new eyes is another great record from 
a talented band; well worth the cost of buying 
it.

With brand new eyes...
Adam Winbigler 
Flash Staff Reporter

Black gives way to a new album

Katie Leonatti
Flash Staff Reporter

Alice in Chains returns with a new album...and a new lead singer.

   It looked like it might be the end for Alice 
in Chains when lead singer Layne Staley 
was found dead in his 
condominium on April 19, 
2002, two weeks later 
than his estimated date 
of death. The band went 
unheard for a few years, 
until they began playing 
various concert bene! ts 
and touring to places such 
as Japan, Europe, and 
the U.S. Alice in Chains 
! lled Staley’s spot with 
lead singers from other 
bands such as Ann Wilson 
from Heart and Maynard 
James Keenan of Tool.  It 
wasn’t until AliceinChains.
com reported that the 
band started writing new 
material, and had recruited William DuVall (who 
had played material with the band previously in 

concert) on the lead vocals, with Blabbermouth.
com con! rming this report in September 2008. 
   The new album, Black Gives Way to Blue, 
dropped on September 29, 2009. I’ll admit, 
right before I was about listen to the CD, I was 

skeptical on whether or not I 
would like it. I’m a ! rm believer 
that Layne Staley’s voice could 
shatter glass, therefore making 
him irreplaceable. I wasn’t sure 
if I would appreciate DuVall’s 
efforts in the way I did for 
Staley’s, but I attempted to 
keep an open mind regardless.
   The CD opens with the ! rst 
track, “All Secrets Known.” 
Immediately, I could determine 
that Alice in Chains decided 
to stay true to their deep and 
pessimistic lyrics with the opening 
lines, “Broke, a new beginning, 
Time, Time to start living life.” 
Following the ! rst track is 
the single “Check My Brain,” 

the second single released from the album. 

   Fraser’s own Beneath Shattered Skies is trying 
to break away and ! nally 
pursue their passion for 
music. BSS consists of Robert 
Hyska on Rhythm guitar, 
Brian Dionne on vocals, 
Mike Phillips on drums, and 
Brandon Hamilton on lead 
guitar. Formed in 2007 BSS 
was eager to get together 
and make some music. Even 
though some original band 
members have left the band 
for unknown reasons, they 
are still going strong and 

playing their hearts out.
   There has de! nitely been 
some battling on the groups’ 
name. They started out 
as “Storm the Gates,” but 
relentlessly agreed on BSS.
   BSS usually plays small 
shows with about 100 people 
in the crowd. 
   “Our favorite place to play 
is at Static Age in Romeo 
because it’s small and very 
personal with the crowd. 
Plus the sound quality is better than other 
venues,” said Brian Dionne. “We also enjoy 
playing at Clutch Cargo’s in Pontiac because 
it’s a lot of fun.”

Beneath Shattered Skies
Melanie Boddington
Flash Staff Reporter

Fraser students share their musical talent with local fans.

   Practicing about once or twice a week for 
around four hours is de! nitely a way to show 
their commitment. BSS has not only been 
playing in basements, they have taken their 

music to the studio to record their ! rst song 
“For a Friend.” Together the band has written 
nine songs but they have only recorded the 
one.

Battle of the Bands:

   it’s finally back
When?

November 18- 7pm

Where?
In the Fraser High School 

auditorium

Who?
Any band with a member 
or family member that 

attends FHS

How?
Submit a recording to
Room 2702 (Mrs. Cook)

no later than October 28

   “We plan on recording four more songs in the 
winter time. It’s just going to take some time 
to write them and put the music to the lyrics,” 
Hyska said.

   Writing is de! nitely 
not an easy task but 
they each add their own 
personal spin to every 
one of their songs. They 
write down their own 
parts in each song and 
mesh them together to 
create something they all 
can agree on. 
   BSS is making their way 
by ! rst creating T-shirts 
and stickers. If anyone 
is interested in getting a 
hold of these items, just 
get in touch with one of 
the band members and 
they will get one for you. 
They de! nitely don’t 
want to miss out on a 
chance to promote their 
band.
   What’s next for Beneath 
Shattered Skies? The band 
is setting their hopes on 
getting signed, printing 
more t-shirts, and touring 

state wide. 
   To ! nd out about upcoming shows be sure 
to visit their website www.myspace.com/
beneatheshatteredskies

With their new junior album coming out Paramore is still singing out strong.

Beneath Shattered Skies throws down during their performance.
Photo: Melanie Boddington
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Epic Warped Tour adven ture!

Detroit fans show their 3OH"3 pride by waving their arms with excitement. 
Photo: Taylor Conley

Alycia Barozzini and Taylor Conley
Flash Staff Reporters

Kevin Lyman, the founder and producer of warped tour.
Photo: Taylor Conley

   Eight a.m., our day begins. We had a full day 
in front of us. The Detroit Vans Warped Tour is 
a highly anticipated event in the music world. 
Over sixty bands gathered at Comerica Park to 
play on six different stages. Well-known bands 
as well as select local bands got the opportunity 
to play.
   Downtown Detroit was ! lled with the sounds of 
anxious laughter and the buzz of conversation. 
You could hear the strumming of guitars over 
booming amps from the entrance line. The 
doors opened at eleven ‘o clock sharp. The 
atmosphere, seeing the stages, fans, and the 
band’s equipment set the mood for an amazing 
day.
   Having press/photo passes gave us a once in 
a lifetime opportunity. We had our own spot in 
front of the stage between the bands and the 
crowd to take pictures. We got the chance to 
shoot photos of The Maine, A Day To Remember, 
Scary Kids Scaring Kids, Chiodos, and 3OH#3. 
Also we were granted access to the VIP/ 
press area where we met up with bands and 
interviewed them.
   It was great to have actual face-to-face time 
with the bands; because time was limited we 
went through a series of interview questions, 
took a few pictures and were on our way. All of 
the bands were thrilled to sit down and talk to 
us; some answers were really sincere and deep, 
while others were not. We interviewed bands 
such as TV/TV, Underoath, A Day To Remember, 
AlexisOnFire, The Maine, and All Time Low. We 
also got to interview the founder and producer 
of The Warped Tour, Kevin Lyman. Our ! rst 
interview was with the band TV/TV, it was the 
band’s ! rst time playing The Warped Tour. We 
asked them if they were prepared for the fast 
paced life of tour with Warped, being that they 
were from New York City, New York.
   “We were de! nitely not prepared for the 
hustle and bustle of Warped Tour, although tour 
life is a lot like New York City.” TV/TV said, 

“Nothing could prepare us for The Warped 
Tour.” 
   We connected to this because just spending 
one day at Warped was fast paced, crazy, and 
hard to keep up with. The lead singer of The 
Maine, John O, also gave us a response that 
stuck out in our minds. He stressed that he did 
not want the band to be considered a “sellout”. 
Also one thing that caught our attention was 
how the band was motivated by the fans; they 
thirve off of how the fans love their music. 
   Our last interview was with Kevin Lyman; he 
was full of stories and wisdom as to why he 
started The Warped Tour. He was very happy 
with what The Warped Tour had turned into. 
He was also very proud of the turnout; over 
23,000 people attended The Warped Tour that 
day in Detroit. Kevin, along with the bands we 
interviewed, agreed that Detroit was one of 
the best cities to hold this event, and that they 
can’t wait to come back.

3OH"3 directs the crowd to throw their hands up"
Photo: Alycia Barozzini
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Lead singer of Scary Kids Scaring Kids screams until his 
vains pop out.
Photo: Alycia Barozzini

BrokenCYDE at the Warped Tour.
Photo: Taylor Conley

Ashleigh Corriveau getting smushed waiting for 3 hours to 
get a spot up front to see A Day To Remember.
Photo: Taylor Conley

Amanda Deneweth and Taylor Boddy stop for a snap shot 
on their way to the stage.
Photo: Taylor Conley

Rosie Wojdynski, Sam Sesko, and Leah Procopio havin’ 
fun at Warped Tour
Photo:Taylor Conley
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Class in session all year long

   Barack Obama has been serving as president 
of the United States for almost a year now 
and throughout his term he has wasted no 
time in making some changes to this country. 
Some examples of change are the closing 
of Guantanamo Bay and the policy on school 
grants. Barack Obama also nominated Arne 
Duncan to be Secretary of Education which 
has led to a controversial plan regarding our 
educational system. Obama and Duncan want 
to make major changes that would include 
rewarding good teachers, removing limits on 
chartered schools, and most notably, increasing 
the length of school days as well as the year. 
The government has $100 billion in stimulus 
funds to spend on education within the next 
two years. No other education secretary 
besides Arne Duncan has had the responsibility 
of aiding a struggling school system in such a 
short amount of time and this could possibly 
hinder him in making the proper approach to 
solving this problem.
   The plan seems to be prematurely exposed 
to the American people due to the fact there 
are many " aws that should be more than 
likely looked over again. One " aw that exists 
in this plan is the fact that good teachers 
will be rewarded. If only certain teachers are 
rewarded, that could very much create tension 
among the school staff. Also, an issue of fairness 
would be raised, how are you supposed to know 
what teachers are good or eligible enough to 
be rewarded? An excellent teacher who is very 
deserving of being rewarded could possibly 
have a bad reputation with some people and 
could miss out on being honored because of it. 
Rewarding teachers would cause huge problems 
regarding fairness and equality.
   Another negative point involved with this 
plan is that Arne Duncan, with back up from 
the president, wants to increase the length of 
school days which would cause many problems 
with students. Many students have jobs that 

they attend after school along with the duty 
completing homework. Students would no 
longer have the time to accomplish such things 
if the school day was increased.
      “If school was increased during the day and 
the year, we would have no time to ourselves, 
let alone to do homework or attend a job,” said 
FHS student Steven Halim.
   During Obama’s speech at the Legislative 
Conference of the United States Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, he mentioned that his 
plan would be unpopular among students. If 
he knows this plan is unpopular and will make 
people unhappy, it seems to be a sel! sh one.
   Another " aw involved with this plan is that 
it seems to be a competition. Many countries, 
mainly China and India, have been mentioned 
involving this issue. America is the face of the 
world when it comes to representing freedom 
and individuality, but it seems like we are trying 
to base our life styles on how other countries 
live in certain aspects of life.
   “I want our children to be able to compete 
with the best in India and China. And simply 
put, in other countries they are spending more 
time in school than we do here. And I think 
that hurts our children,” said U.S. Secretary of 
Education Arne Duncan.
   The idea of increasing the length of the 
school year might be the most controversial 
idea involved with this plan. Teachers might 
not have enough information to teach all year, 
and if this happens, are there enough class 
opportunities for students to be occupied for 
the whole school year? Also, teachers would 
demand that their salary is increased which 
would create ! nancial problems with the school 
district.
   Barack Obama is the president of the United 
States and of course people will stand by his 
side when he devises a plan, but there are still 
many problems with this education reform 
plan and it should be reevaluated by Obama, 
Duncan, and everybody that is involved before 
it is shipped to Congress.

Efrain Garcia
Flash Staff Reporter

School’s out for summer

Summer vacation may cease to exist...

   “We will change education in this country; 
and we will bring about a better future for our 
children,” President Barack Obama said. 
   Those traditional summer days may become 
a thing of the past as the new Secretary of 
Education, Arne Duncon, is working to make 
the school year longer. Duncon is attempting 
to make the schooling program have shorter 
breaks and vacations to bene! t students. The 
idea is unpopular among students for obvious 
reasons, but considering the bene! ts may 
change some minds.  
   “There are two sides to it, the theoretical 
and practical. Theoretically, the change would 
be better for students that don’t have help 
from parents in the summer. On the practical 
side, society is just too used to the traditional 
summer vacation,” Superintendent Rick Repicky 
said.
   Being used to a system does not make it a 
good one. Just because students enjoy three 
months off doesn’t mean they can’t adapt to 
having those three months spread out within 
the year. 
   Countries with longer school years such as 
China or India are much more prepared for 
competition in the job market. In today’s 
economy, we need Americans to be as capable 
as possible to compete with other countries. 
Obama has provided billions of dollars for 
the Department of Education in his stimulus 
package and saved millions of teachers’ jobs. 
Although the package helped, schools are still 
in need of more money and a dramatic change 
might be necessary.
   According to Obama and Duncan, the way to 
move forward with this change is to make hours 
longer, weeks shorter, and the year longer. Many 
other countries have over 200 school days while 
the U.S only has 180. Going to school about 
20 more days a year would not be a hard to 
adjust to. Summer vacation originated because 
students needed the summer months off to help 

out with family farms.  However, our society is 
no longer based upon agriculture, making this 
summer vacation unnecessary.
 This change would bene! t the future of 
the job market by preparing the children of 
the generation that will eventually run the 
country. 
   The main advantage for having a longer 
school year would be the higher quality of 
education a student would receive. During 
summer vacation, which on average is about 
three months, students forget a majority of 
what they learned. It basically reverses what 
was learned in the past year. Students would 
bene! t academically by not having to relearn 
the same material in September. Reviewing 
what was taught during the previous year would 
not be necessary, and would save a lot of time 
to cover new material. According to a study by 
Duke University, students who have attended 
school all year round have less of a chance of 
forgetting what they have learned.  
   During the summer, the school is not being 
used to its full potential. It is a lack of ef! ciency 
for school buildings to be unused for such a 
long period of time. If our vacations are more 
dispersed throughout the year, school may 
become a lot less stressful. Students would have 
more time to focus on school all throughout the 
year and the breaks would be suf! ciently used. 
While, the three month summer vacation is 
basically used for getting a tan and watching 
an unhealthy amount of TV. 
   With such high dropout rates, education has 
become a controversial topic. It is important 
for our country to live up to its full potential 
academically. If our country had year-round 
school, there would not necessarily have more 
days, it would just be scheduled differently. 
It is the job of the Department of Education 
to commit themselves to providing the best 
education for the children of our country. 
Therefore, it is more important to prepare 
children for the future than to give them three 
months just to “hang out.”
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    The 2009 FHS Varsity Boys Soccer 
season is ! nally underway# There 
have been quite a few changes from 
last year, but this year’s seniors and 
eleven underclassmen are ready 
to step up and compete. One key 
departure from the team was last 
year’s goalie and senior captain, 
Randy Mathy, who was a dominating 
force in the net. Anthony Tannahill 
is now Fraser’s starting goalie and is 
ready to ! ll the void left in net. 
   “I’ve worked very hard this off-
season, in addition to playing club 
soccer over the spring, I did a lot of 
work and logged a lot of hours with 
the team over the summer,” Tannahill 
said

   Expectations are high this year, 
but the Ramblers seem to be off to a 
slow start. Having to adjust to a new 
coach isn’t always an easy task, but 
the potential is de! nitely there.
   “This year’s team has the potential 
to be as good, if not better than last 
year’s team. Even though our record 
doesn’t re" ect our skill level, there 
is still time for us to get on track,” 
Tannahill said.
   Adam Burton, who was an all-league 
defender last year, is extremely 
motivated to make his last year as 
a Fraser Rambler a remarkable one. 
Over the summer, he frequently ran 
and practiced his shot to prepare for 
the season.
   “I would like to get the recognition 
of being an all-league player again 

Efrain Garcia
Flash Staff Reporter

Sophomore Mike Laritz makes a diving play to drive the ball 
back to the keeper. 
Photo: Brian Krause

Soccer season kicks into high gear
Ramblers ready for best season yet

as well as help our team go far in 
districts and win leagues,” Burton 
stated.
   Even though it is a long season, the 
faster the Ramblers can get on track 
the better. They seem to be going 
uphill, playing well in their ! rst few 
games against division opponents. 
The Ramblers still have many games 
left on the regular season schedule 
and everyone is hoping that they can 
stretch it into a nice playoff run. 
Fraser still has a lot of un! nished 
business to take care of and they 
are eager to prove that they are a 
legitimate contender for the MAC 
Blue Championship. 

   “Makin’ Life good.” That’s the 
theme and goal of Link Crew 2009-
2010 and so far they are off to a 
great start with 
a clean slate and 
fresh ideas. Their 
! rst freshmen 
supporting event 
was the white 
out. 
   On September 
24, FHS students 
showed their 
support by not 
only showing up 
to the freshmen 
football game, but 
displaying their 
spirit by wearing 
white# At 4 PM the 
bleachers were 
draped in students 
wearing any white clothes that they 
could possibly ! nd, cheering for their 
peers. Link crew leaders also made 
posters for each football player and 
cheerleader. 
   “It’s a Link Crew event to celebrate 
the freshmen football players and 
cheerleaders,” Mary Thompson, Link 
Crew advisor said. “The freshmen 

feel a sense of comfort and belonging 
to know that the upperclassmen are 
there to watch and support them. 
They feel like they are a part of 
something,” Thompson said. 
   Freshmen athletics do not usually 

generate as much of a crowd as varsity 
and junior varsity athletics. By giving 
the game a theme, more individuals 
were interested and involved. Also by 
wearing white, students got into the 
game for only one dollar. 
   “Events like the white out uni! es 
the freshmen, encourages team spirit, 
and gets them excited as a class,” 

senior Link Crew commissioner Sarah 
Politis said. “They feel good that they 
are being supported by their peers, 
not just their parents.”
   Although Fraser lost against 
Romeo, the freshmen walked off the 

! eld with the 
con! dence of 
winners. As they 
walked away 
from the crowd 
o v e r f l o w i n g 
with support, 
and a stadium 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 
each player by 
a poster, it was 
almost like they 
won.  
   “We went out 
there and did 
our best and put 
some scores on 
the board, but it 
wasn’t enough. 

Even though we lost, it felt good 
being so supported from the stands 
after loss,” freshmen football player 
Brian Williams said. 
   One thing that the freshmen 
especially appreciated was the 
decorations. The stands were decked 
with posters, balloons, and banners, 
while cups spelling out freshmen 

Amanda Prekaj
Flash Staff Reporter

The Sept. 24 whiteout was a success, with posters and signs and white shirts galore on the 
Fraser bleachers. Photo: Amanda Prekaj

covered the gate. 
   “I thought it was cool that we all got 
posters with out names on them and 
I really liked the cups on the gate,” 
freshmen cheerleader Allison Short 
said. “Not many people usually show 
up, so it was cool that we were being 
supported by so many people.”

Freshmen Marissa Szczesny and Cassy 
Saheifer showing their school spirit at the 
whiteout. Photo: Amanda Prekaj

Fraser fans paint the stands white
Freshmen lose, but whiteout was a success

October 2009 Volume 50, Issue 1

Rambler Varsity Sports
Calendar of Events

November 2009

11/5/09
TBA Girls Diving Division Meet

6:30p Girls Volleyball districts TBA

11/6/09
TBA Girls Swimming Division 

Prelims

11/7/09
TBA Cross Country State Meet

TBA Girls Swimming/Diving Finals

11/10/09
TBA Girls Volleyball MHSAA 

Regionals

11/11/09
7:45p Boys Ice Hockey scrimmage 

v. Royal Oak HS

11/12/09
TBA Girls Volleyball MHSAA 

Regionals

11/14/09
5p Boys Ice Hockey scrimmage @ 

Detroit Country Day

11/20/09
8:25p Boys Ice Hockey v. Troy HS

11/21/09
8p Boys Ice Hockey @ Waterford 

Mott

11/27/09
8:25p Boys Ice Hockey v. Stevenson 
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   It’s of! cial. Fall is here and football is in full 
effect. It was the ladies turn to hit the turf 
and show them who’s boss. On October 3, with 
the chilly fall day underway, the senior and 
junior ladies put there ! tness and heart to the 
test at this years Powder Puff football game. 
The weather may have been chilly but that 
is nothing compared to the hostility between 
the two teams. Both teams were de! nitely 
in it to win it. The junior team prevailed and 
prevented the seniors from winning again. Last 
year the current seniors won as juniors but this 
year they couldn’t quite pull it off against the 
class of 2011.
   “Holding the trophy at the end of the game 
felt surreal. The whole experience did, but I 
was just happy we won and that I got to be a 
part of it,” junior Alexis Van Sickle said.

   Both teams worked very hard leading up to 
the game. Practices were held at least twice a 
week for a month and October 3 was what it all 
came down to.
   “The practices were a little hectic at ! rst, 
but as time went on we progressed and came 
together as a team,” Van Sickle said.
   They de! nitely came together as a team 
and pulled off an amazing win. With the game 
ending at a 40-28 score, they de! nitely worked 
hard.
   No high school football game is complete 
without a half time show and this game was no 
different. The marching band performed their 
normal show but the senior cheerleading boys 
stole the show with their hilarious halftime 
dance. Dancing to songs including Britney 
Spears’ “Radar,” Beyonce’s “Single Ladies,” 
and Lil’ Mama’s “Lip Gloss” was a hit from the 
beginning.
   “The half time show was hilarious. The senior 

boys’ performance was well put together,” 
senior Alexis Rutter said.
   Not only did they perform their great show, 
they stood on the side lines cheering on their 
senior girls the entire game. 
   With the rain pouring, and half the crowd 

leaving, everyone knew it was de! nitely going 
to be a tough game. The juniors de! nitely 
received a well deserved win, but next year 
they have got to show the class of 2012 juniors 
who’s boss.

The junior girls (and the boy cheerleaders) gather for a team picture to cap off their 40-28 win over the seniors at the 
third annual Powderpuff football game. 
Photo: Melanie Boddington

Melanie Boddington
Flash Staff Reporter

One apple, two apple, three apple...
Seniors toppled by juniors in a thrilling game

Fraser Varsity Tennis
Season Final Standings

August 27, 2009
vs. DLS
L 2-6

August 31, 2009
@ Cousino

T 4-4

September 2, 2009
vs. Utica Ford II

W 5-3

September 10, 2009
@ Warren Mott

W 5-3

September 14, 2009
@ Utica
W 5-3

September 17, 2009
@ Chippewa Valley (MAC Red)

L 3-5

September 22, 2009
vs. Anchor Bay

W 5-3

September 23, 2009
vs. Sterling Heights

L 3-5

September 25, 2009
@ Eisenhower

L 3-5

October 1, 2009
@ Eisenhower (MAC White)

L 3-5

October 5, 2009
@ LCN
T 4-4

   The 2009 Fraser tennis team has had great 
success throughout their season. The boys have 
had some great wins as well has some bitter 
losses this season.
   Senior Adam Winbigler and junior Correy 
Sarver know this all too well. They experienced 
a roller coaster of wins and losses with Anchor 
Bay High School. The 4 doubles team suffered a 
tremendous loss during the regular season. 
   This cost the team ! rst seed in the MAC Blue 
tournament, a prime spot. However, when 

The assembled roster of the 2009-2010 Fraser boys tennis team.
Photo: Visual Sports Network

See you on the court!

the boys were presented with an opportunity 
to defeat their rivals, they stepped up to the 
challenge. Knowing they would be up against 
a key adversary, the boys focused on their 
weaknesses.
   “We focused on getting our ! rst serves in and 
making solid shots,” said Senior Adam Winbigler. 
“I wanted to assure that I was focusing on the 
match, not my matches to come.”
   The match was not one to take for granted. 
Winbigler and Sarver played their best to upset 
their foes. The match went into a second-set 
tiebreaker and then later went into a decisive 
super-tiebreaker. As the super-tiebreaker 
began,  they started to realize what winning 

this match would mean to them and their 
season.
   “Losing the second set was a real wake up 
call,” said Winbigler. “I knew then and there 
we had to win.”
   The Fraser team won the match, by a nailbiting 
score of 14-12, securing Fraser second place in 
the tournament. The Ramblers ! nished their 
season with an impressive 4-5-2 record. The 
team will be losing four talented players, all 
seniors,  next season that individually impacted 
the team tremendously both on and off of the 
courts. Although they will be missed, coach 
Greg Dalida hopes for a promising season next 
year. 

Michael Keys
Flash Staff Reporter


